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ARE you going to the World’s Fair? If so it would 
be economy to join the AMERICAN Druccist World’s 
Fair Club. Full details on the pink pages. 





TACT IN SALESMANSHIP. 
ACT is important in the sale of goods. There is 
seldom a woman—and women are the purchasers 
—who enters a store who has a definite idea as to 
what she wants, She has got to be suited, and many 
times it requires tact to please. The articles must be 
shown in such a way that the lady will believe that 
her taste is suited. There should be no misrepresen- 
tation in doing this. Misrepresentation is not tact. 
Have you this faculty, or do your customers leave you 
many times without buying simply because you have 
not been able to make them believe that the goods 
shown were what they desired? It is born with some, 
but if you are not born with it, you can acquire it to 
at least a certain degree—to a degree that will be well 
worth while to strive for. 
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WHAT WE GIVE OUR READERS. 
E give this month some nine pages of original 
contributions written especially for the AMERI- 
cAN DruGGist by men, each of whom is a recognized 
authority in his particular field. 

The article on the preparation of spirit of nitrous 
ether, by Prof. Patch, is one of the most exhaustive, 
lucid, and at the same time practical treatises on this 
subject which have appeared within the décade. The 
methods followed and the conclusions reached are 
stated fully, clearly and accurately, and their resultsare 
of immense and wide-spread importance in pharmacy, 

Ferd Lascar writes of Spring medicines, analyzing 
first the properties requisite to render such a medicine 
a popular, a medicinal and a financial success ; he then 
supplies the individual drugs, presenting these proper- 
ties in the most desirable form, and finally gives well- 
tried formulas, embracing all the essential qualities of 
success. Unlike a mere aggregation of formulas this 
article is instructive and suggestive, inciting the phar- 
macist himself to a deeper study of each formula and 
pointing out the proper method to set about devising 
an acceptable formula of any kind. 

Wm. C. Alpers is the president of the New Jersey 
Pharmaceutical Association, and moreover he is an 
eminently practical and successful business man. His 
opinion as to how to advertise a retail drug store as 
given on page 168, being based on most successful work 
in this field, is of eminently practical value and should 
be perused carefully by every business man. 

Nor should the specimen cards there illustrated be 
overlooked, as they are bright, original and eminently 
practical. Three of the illustrated cards, those appear- 
ing on pages 168 and 169 are particularly dainty and 
suggestive. 

Now that the soda season is at hand, the article by 
Thomas Warwick, on page 174, will prove interesting 
reading, and, if read with care, of much value. 

No paper going tothe drug trade is so liberal as 
the AMERICAN Druceist in laying before its readers 
the best work of the best writers prepared especially 
for its own pages. This factis being fully appreciated 
by the retail trade over the entire United States, and 
this appreciation is being most substantially endorsed 
by the phenomenal growth of our subscription list. 

The warmth of this appreciation is indicated by the 
receipt of numerous letters similar to the following, 
which recently came to hand from Mr. Jno, C. Mac- 
Millan, Latrobe, Pa.: ‘ I don’t want to resist the tem pta- 
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tion to be a subscriber. I have been taking half a doz- 
en journals, etc., but will drop two or three for the 
AMERICAN DruccisT, which I must have.” 


+0 
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PROPRIETARY MEDICINES AND STATE 
SUPERVISION. 
EALERS and manufacturers generally are sub- 
jectto a certain supervision as to the character 
of their products. The meat of the butcher is de- 
stroyed when it is not fit for food. The vegetables of 
the farmer are sent to the dumps when in such a con- 
dition that their consumption will prove injurious. 
The butter of the dairyman, if it be not above suspi- 
cion, is prominently labeled oleomargarine; but when 
it comes to medicaments which are possibly much 
m ore powerful agents in inflicting injury than meat a 
trifle high or vegetables past their prime, the legisla- 
tor fears to order that they shall be inspected lest he 
might interfere with the rights of some American citi- 
zen, 

A bill has been introduced in the Massachusetts 
Legislature directing that all proprietary preparations 
containing poisons shall be so labeled as to indicate 
the character of their contents and to give also the ap- 
propriate antidotes for such poisons. The South- 
worth bill, introduced into the Assembly of New York 
State on the first of March, provides that proprietary 
preparations shall be subject to inspection by the 
State Board of Health. Unfortunately, past experi- 
ence, both in Massachusetts and the State of New 
York, would lead us to fear that these bills will be 
throttled in committee, for such has heretofore been 
the fate of similar bills. 

Manufacturers of chemicals and galenicals are ex- 
pected and required to send out their preparations of 
a definite standard strength. The State boards of 
health examine a number of such preparations an- 
nually, as do also the various pharmaceutical associa- 
tions. Looked at from a purely commercial stand- 
point, and leaving aside all matters of ethics, it seems 
decidedly unfair that this class of manufacturers 
should have their preparations subject to such keen 
scrutiny while manufacturers of proprietary medicines 
can make their preparations vary from time to time to 
suit their own fancy. 

We are aware that proprietors will scoff at the idea 
of being responsible to any one for the compositions of 
their medicines, but in view of the recent decisions 
concerning trade-mark and copyright obligations, it 
would seem that the courts are beginning to recog- 
nize that a proprietor or dealer sending out any prep- 
aration under a definite name, and establishing confi- 
dence in that preparation under that name, is morally, 
if not legally, bound to maintain the standard which 
he himself has established. If it were granted that a 
certain proprietary preparation were of much value as 
a medicament, the proprietor should certainly not 
have the right to alter the composition of that prep- 
aration without giving some notice to his patrons, 
who presume when they buy a preparation under the 
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same name, put up by the ‘same man, that they are 
buying the same article in which their confidence has 
already been established. This is of course merely 
the purely commercial side of the matter. 

The higher law—the law of ethics—teaches us that 
we should have no proprietary preparations whatever. 
It is under the operations of this law of ethics that all 
therapeutic progress has been made, and no one man 
has a right to take for his own private use the accu- 
mulated wisdom of all ages and of many wise men, 
and, adding thereto some minute contribution of his 
own knowledge, divert this knowledge from its proper 
field for the benefit of the human race to the very nar- 
row field of making a profit for himself. 


2c 
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THE ART OF SUCCESS. 
OWEVER well equipped a pharmacist may be 
intellectually, he may fail of financial success, 
and this is after all the test by which the world at 
large will judge him. 

It may be argued that financial success is not the 
highest success, but it is nevertheless true that a fully 
rounded out career requires at least a moderate degree 
of commercial prosperity as a basis for its broadest de- 
velopment. The Shakespearian “ ancient apothecary ” 
with meager look and worn raiment may have been 
considerable of a chemist, but he would have no doubt 
been a much abler chemist had he possessed all the 
advantages of apparatus, books and time for study 
which command of money could have given him. 

There is an innate respect for success which is not 
akin to toadyism. It is the recognition of the fact that 
the winner has some indefinable and much sought 
after quality which is not possessed by every one. 

Let a man win financial success, without at the same 
time cramping his soul down to petty meannesses, and 
the avenues opened up to him for good for himself and 
his race become wonderfully numerous and varied. 
Therefore let us not despise the efforts of those striving 
to attain that degree of wealth which will remove them 
from the necessity for a continuous and grinding study 
of the problem of making a penny do the work ofa 
pound. Let us rather guide and aid their efforts, so 
that being directed in the right channels they may 
quickest accomplish their aim, and leave the mind leisure 
to broaden and expand, to take on culture and polish 
or to prosecute scientific research for the sake of study 
itself rather than for the results to be gained. 

This is the work undertaken in the AMERICAN DruG- 
GIsT series of tips on advertising. The teachers inthat 
school are the successful men, the men with ideas, the 
men with foresight. Their tutelage is given free of 
cost save to the publishers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 
The lessons they teach they have themselves learned 
in the hard school of experience at infinite cost of toil 
and thought and years. ,_ The ofservant and intelli- 
gent student who studies these lessons well may save 
himself many years of the tiresome and sometimes 
fruitless experiment through which these teachers 
have gone. 
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THE ALCOHOL REBATE CERTIFICATES 
IN COURT. 
INCE the appearance of the February number of 
the AMERICAN DruGGiST our attention has been 
called to the fact that the doubts expressed concerning 
the legality of the trust certificates had already received 
support in the lower courts of Chicago. It seems that 
some astute lawyer in that enterprising city, having 
taken the same view of the matter as that enunciated in 
the AMERICAN Druceisr for February, had purchased 
some of these certificates and sued for the recovery of 
the amount due upon the certificates and succeeded in 
making the recovery in a police court in that town. 
At the same time that this suit was decided adversely to 
the Alcohol Trust the president of that organization 
made a statement for publication which was intended 
to confute the position taken by the police justice, but 
which generally begged the question and merely pooh- 
poohed the decision, as carrying no weight with it, 
on account of its having been rendered by a lower 
court and not by a court of last resort. It is true that 
a decision in such a court is not necessarily final, but 
it is also true that every successive decision from a 
jower to a higher court in favor of or in opposition to 
any particular point of law gives added weight to the 
consensus of opinion where that opinion is along the 
same lines. 

So far as we are aware, no decision from any higher 
court has been rendered either in support of or in 
reversal of this police court decision. Consequently 
for all practical purposes it may be considered asa 
precedent upon the basis of which aggressive action 
might be taken by such an organized body as the drug 
section of the New York Board of Trade and Trans- 
portation, or by the National Wholesale Druggists’ 
Association. 

If there were any moral obligation upon the part of 
the holders of these certificates not to purchase any 
supplies elsewhere than from the Alcohol trust, an 
effort to nullify this obligation might be looked upon 
as of doubtful propriety. In making purchases from 
the Trust, however, no obligation is entered into upon 
the part of the purchaser whatever. He is merely 
compelled, upon the present condition of the alcohol 
market, to pay about $50 a barrel more than the price 
of the alcohol which he purchases, which amount he 
can recover only upon the conditions set forth upon 
the alcohol rebate certificates. 

In making this overcharge there is no pretense, so 
far as the face of the transaction shows, that the pur- 
chaser is entering into any agreement whatever as 
regards his future course of action. In handing the 
purchaser the certificate the Trust virtually admits 
that an overcharge has been made, but at the same 
time stipulates that this overcharge cannot be recov- 
ered, save upon the conditions named in the certificate. 

The best commercial and legal usages are opposed 
to placing any artificial barriers to the action of legit- 
imate competition. 

The tendency toward aggregation of industries into 
corporations and trusts which has been so rapidly 
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developed within the past ten years has given rise to 
especial legislation, framed with a view toward 
preventing any undue limitations of the natural laws 
of trade. 

The ingenuity of money-getters, however, is more 
rapid in its action and more farseeing than that of 
law-makers, and it generally happens that it is not 
until after any practice instituted by the money-getters 
has developed into a gross injustice to the public at 
large that the law-makers can be induced to frame a 
suitable protection to that public. It may possibly 
therefore happen that the ingenuity of the admittedly 
able managers of the Alcohol Trust in framing this 
rebate certificate has been so great that they have been 
enabled to steer clear of any direct conflict with the 
laws. Fortunately for the country, however, we hav 
a judiciary whose interpretation of the law leans 
always toward the side of promoting the public wel- 
fare. In decisions rendered in the United States 
Supreme Court it has been held in effect that in cases 
of this kind the court will have regard more for equity 
than for law. In fact, the tendency of our times judi- 
cially is toward a higher and fuller recognition of 
equity as the final standard by which every action is 
to be judged where that standard can be in any way 
applied. 

It seems to us that this matter of collection of the 
rebate certificates from the Alcohol Trust, without the 
signature of the voucher to the effect that none other 
products of the Tiust had been purchased elsewhere 
than from certain specified people during the six 
months in which that certificate had been in existence, 
is really a case in which equity and not statute law is 
involved, and we are quite firmly convinced that if the 
representative organizations like the N. Y. Board of 
Trade and Transportation would take up this matter 
and carry it to its ultimate conclusion that the humil- 
iating spectacle of having the entire nation pay tribute 
to a single corporation would soon be a thing of the 
past. 

The report of the Congressional Committee charged 
with the investigation of the Trust and its methods 
will probably result in the lowering of the import duty 
to a figure which will leave but a moderate margin 
of profit for domestic manufacturers of alcohol. If 
this action is taken by the next Congress, and if some 
organization among the drug trade will take up the 
legal fight against the payment of these certificates, the 
drug trade may be once more free to purchase one of 
their most costly crude materials wherever they can 
purchase it cheapest. 





+o 


HE lack of occasions for social intercourse among 
the retail druggists in this city is a noticeable 
fact. The Apothecaries’ Society is doing its utmost to 
supply this lack, and the first public function of that 
organization,which take, the shape of a reception and 
ball at Lyric Hall, in this city, on March 21st, should be 
attended by every pharmacist or assistant who can 
possibly spare the time. 
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Written for the American Druggist. 


TIPS ON ADVERTISING. V. 


How to Advertise a Retail Drug Store. 
By Wituiam C. ALPERs. 


In writing on the best system to advertise a retail 
drug store we take it for granted that advertising is 
an absolute necessity without which, in our days, no 
one can expect to reach the height of success. We 
therefore omit to bring forth evidence and proof for 
this assertion, but enter at once into the task of ex- 
plaining and describing the different modes of adver- 
tising which we consider proper and right for the re- 
tail druggist to adopt. 

Nor do we claimthat each druggist should use all 
the plans which we will delineate ; the different locali- 
ties, the capital at his disposal, the class of customers 
that he has to deal with, and above all his own judg- 
ment and inventiveness, will tell him which one is best 
adapted in his own particular case. 

The first maxim of successful 
Let your advertisement be true. Do not promise nor 
offer more than you can fulfil. It may be a good plan 
for second-hand clothing stores and dry-goods houses 
to advertise what they cannot sell, and then tell the 
public that owing to an exceptional rush the whole 
stock is exhausted but that such a thing is just as 
good. Your pharmacy is not asecond-class bartering 
place, and your customers expect more of you. Disap- 
pointment would take the place of unwarranted ex- 
pectation and the business finally suffer. 
kis If you speak in your advertisement of Hood’s Sarsa- 
parilla and finish by saying that you sell the most popu- 
lar sarsaparilla for 50 cents, thereby creating the impres- 
sion that you sell Hood’s for that price, but expecting 
to sell your own in place of Hood’s, you will hurt your 
business more than you can gain by the occasional 
sale of your own goods. Advertise Hood’s as Hood's 
and your own as your own. 

Never stoop to the level of unscrupulous hucksters. 
As honesty should be the leading trait in all your com- 
mercial deakings, so let truth be the foundation of your 
advertisements. If you claim to sell pure drugs, sell 
them and never substitute. An advertisement is not 
a deceitful bait to catch the unwary, it is an honest 
invitation to the honest buyer. 

In the second place be concise and clear in your ad- 
vertisements. Long-winded sentences are useless. Few 
people take a newspaper with the intention of looking 
for advertisements, and they have no time to read 
tedious stories. Therefore,after writing your adver- 
tisement, read it again and again and reduce it in 
words, emphasizing the points, imparting vigor and 
strength to each sentence. But do not overdo it. Do 
not omit clearness. The public must understand at a 
glance what you are aiming at; they want no hiero- 
glyphs, they wart short, clear and comprehensible sen- 
tences. Bear this in mind when you adopt the title 
for a new preparation that you wish to sell; select it 
with a view of imparting its use and advantage at 
once. 

Some years ago a druggist brought out a new cough 
cure which he called A‘gis. A great deal of money 
was spent for advertising it. Effortsand money were 
wasted. How many knew that gis was the shield of 
the warlike goddess Pallas Athene, and understood the 
the beautiful advertising signs representing the god- 
dess holding the A°gis over the sick? To the classical 
student the word was full of meaning, to the public in 
general it was incomprehensible. This was an instance 
of how not to do it. Take on the other hand the well 
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selected name of ‘‘ Rough on Rats ;” this in itself was 
almost a guaranty of success. 

The faculty of writing a true, plain and concise ad- 
vertisement is a study worthy of a business man’s best 
thoughts. If you have neither inclination nor time for 
this, do not think that your advertisements are good 
enough anyhow: rather pay for having them written. 
There are men in every city who devote their brains 
and energy to this special branch. But asa druggist 
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is supposed to be a man of intelligence and education, 
and generally can find some spare time, he ought to 
learn to write his own advertisements. For this pur- 
pose you should carefully study the advertising sheets 
of newspapers and professional periodicals. You may 
be sure that other advertisers spend a great deal of 
time and thought to produce their advertisements, and 
by the effect that these have on you, you should learn 
how to word and form your own. 

You should also have an advertising scrap book in 
which to paste or enter every advertisement that strikes 
you as particularly good, and such reading matter as 
you think you can use yourself at some later day. 

If your first efforts seem to be failures—and almost 
all first advertisements are—you should not be dis- 
couraged ; find out where the mistake was and try 
again. For advertising must be done with undaunted 
perseverance. Do not expect an unusual rush of cus- 
tomers after having spent a few dollars for some 
handbills. 
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Advertising is like nourishing food ; you cannot per- 
ceive its effect on a child in a day or two, but by its 
continuous use the sickly child will become a strong 
and healthy man. 

Next to the correct wording of the advertisement, 
and of equal importance, is its distribution. Putting 
your circulars on the counter and inviting your cus- 
tomers to take one is next to useless. You want to 
reach not only those that deal with you, but also those 
that do not come to your store. You must hunt them 
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up, invade their territory like a missionary and make 
them your friends. How can it be done? 

To employ the large newspapers of a metropolis is 
out of the question. Only afew have the means to 
pay for such expensive advertisements, and the aver- 
age druggist can only expect to be patronized by his 
immediate neighborhood. If you live in a small city, 
by all means employ your local papers. The good will 
of their editors may be of great value to you, and in a 
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country town the local papers are more carefully read 
than the large papers in a great city. 

But you will not reach all by this means. You must 
distribute your advertisements yourself. The most 
efficient way to do this is to mail advertisements in the 
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shape of letters to every household. People will open 
a letter and examine its contents, while a simple hand- 
bill is thrown aside. 

You must have a complete directory of all your 
neighbors and watch the changes that take place every 
year. To get this directory is the work of many 
months, perhaps years, but you will be paid for your 
energy. Such a directory is useful for many purposes. 
Not long ago a western firm brought out a new article 
which was largely advertised and recommended to the 
physicians, who again ordered it for their patients. 
Every druggist was invited to send a list of customers 
to whom pamphlets with the druggist’s name were 
mailed. Seeing that the keeping of this new article 
was inevitable, we sent our list of customers, about 1,100 
names, at once, and it was in the manufacturer’s hands 
before any competitor could have compiled one-fourth 
of the names. 

A less expensive way than mailing is the distribu- 
tion of your circulars by a messenger. Be sure to get 
the right man for this purpose. It is cheaper to pay 
a reliable, honest man two dollarsa day than to pay a 
boy 75 cents and have the uncomfortable suspicion 
that he throws three fourths of the papers away. 

Do not only distribute plain handbills, but make 
them attractive. Add some comical or pleasing 
picture and let your humorous vein have full sway; 
vary the outer appearance of the advertisements, put 
them in neat envelopes or surround them with a 
ribbon ; there are hundreds of ways of making an im- 
pression on the public. 

Write on some subject from your store, as soda 
water, or paregoric, about its combination, how many 
people handled the different parts, where they grow, 
how they are collected and prepared, etc. The public 
in general like to read such information, especially if 
interwoven with laughable remarks, and after having 
made an impression on your customer’s mind in this 
Way you may rest assured that you have given him 
something by which he remembers you and your store. 

There is such a variety of subjects that after think- 
ing over the matter you will rather be embarrassed by 
the richness of your material than be at a loss what to 
write. You may also print your advertisement in the 
shape of a little newspaper of yourown? in this case 
you can invite other dealers to join you and thereby 
have apart or the whole of the advertisement paid for. 

Beside newspapers and circulars you should take 
notice of every opportunity that presents itself for ad- 
vertising. When there is a picnic in your place furnish 
japanese napkins with your card printed on them ; 
take a space in the program of every ball, fair, anni- 
versary or other festival of societies and churches ; 
furnish small neat time tables for horse cars, ferries, 
trains or whatever public conveyance there may be in 
your city. 

In small country places calendars and almanacs are 
in great demand. If you wish to adopt this mode of 
advertising distribute your own. There are firms that 
will furnish attractive calendars and almanacs ad- 
vertising your own goods, for little money. By dis- 
tributing the almanacs that patent medicine manufact- 
urers send out you not only help to advertise goods on 
which you earn little or no profit, but you also give 
away for nothing one of the best chances of pushing 
your own preparations. 

Another mode of advertising that deserves notice is 
the distribution of premiums or presents. People are 
always anxious to get something for nothing and will 
often buy goods in the expectation of receiving an 
extra gift where they might otherwise go without the 
purchase. Care must be taken in the selection of such 
premiums. 
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Some years ago we prepared a number of photo- 
graphic views of prominent buildings and pretty land- 
scapes in our city, first as pastime, then with the in- 
tention of using them as advertisements. After hav- 
ing about one hundred copies each of twelve different 
plates we exhibited them in the window, offering one 
of them as a present for each purchase of one dollar. 
To make it possible for buyers of small articles to ob- 
tain a copy we printed cards with twenty-five cents 
marks, punching every small purchase until the dollar 
was reached, and allowing the customer, on surrender- 
ing the card, to select one of the photographs. Chis 
proved to bea very effective advertisement. 

In a similar way the distribution of tickets for free 
soda water may at times be profitable. This idea may 
be used in many different ways. In advertising we 
may cite, with a little variation, the well-known quota- 
tion: “ Eternal vigilance is the price of success.” 

Our communication would not be complete if we 
did not add a few words on one of the most important 
and inexpensive means of advertising which isin every 
druggist’s po wer, viz., the store and the druggist him- 
self. 

A bright store, clean shining windows and a fine 
display of goods are an advertisement that many over- 
look. Every passer-by will notice the outer appear- 
ance of a pharmacy, and although he may not look at 
the windows with the intention of examining their 
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‘em, somie don’t. But you can always catch 
a cold without going down into a coal mine, 
orupina balloon. If you have a cold we 
can cure it for 25 cents. 


Eliel’s Cherry Balsam 


for colds. Call to-night. 
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brightness, yet the general impression will remain in 
his mind, and whenever he wishes to patronize a drug- 
gist the clean and bright store will have the prefer- 
ence. 

Besides exhibiting his own goods, not patent medi- 
cines, in the windows the careful pharmacist will also 
occasionally put there attractive signs of various 
nature, either calling attention to some article for sale 
or imparting some useful or interesting knowledge. 
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Such signs should contain only a few words, pointed 
and concise, in bold print, so that a glance will re- 
veal all. 
During the stormy time of last Winter we noticed 
that people, waiting for a car, tried to find shelter 
under the projecting cornice of our show-window. We 
ordered a sign printed containing these words: “Step 
inside while waiting for the car. Our store is warm 
and cosy. You are welcome.” The sign in a neat 
frame 22% feet was exhibited in the window. 
People soon followed our invitation, and in most cases, 
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to show their appreciation, bought some trifle on 
which their eyes fell while waiting in the store. The 
expense of this advertisement was about four dollars, 
but in less than a week we had sold goods enough to 
such accidental customers to pay for it, not counting 
the verbal advertising which they certainly gave us 
after reaching home.» 

Also inside the store the display of attractive signs 
is sometimes commendable. But care should be taken 
not to interfere with its beauty and symmetry and not 
to spoil an otherwise fine pharmacy by unsightly or 
improper cards. By no means should chromos or pict- 
ures of patent medicines be exhibited. If you think 
you can improve the looks of your store by signs, ad- 
vertise your own goods. Asa rule, however, a bright 
pharmacy with shining bottles, carefully arranged and 
kept scrupulously clean, isa better advertisement than 
signs or cards. 

The same care and neatness that characterize the 
windows and store of the successful pharmacist should 
also apply to his own person, his actions, his writings, 
his words and thoughts. Ready to help and advise, 
always obliging without being servile, strictly honest 
with the public as well as the wholesaler, submitting 
without murmur to such inconvenience as the business 
renders inevitable, as waiting on night customers, 
sociable and sober, prompt and strict but never over- 
bearing to his employees—such is the picture of the 
successful druggist who by his actions and words alone 
furnishes the best advertisement that he can desire. 
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NEW PROCESS FOR ETHYL NITRITE 
AND SPIRIT OF NITROUS ETHER. 


By Epcar L. Parcu, Pu. G. 


After:the exhaustive papers that have been written 
upon this subject an addition may seem superfluous; 
but there is usually room for improvement in any di- 
rection, and the object of this contribution is to give 
comparative results and show the superiority of a 
process to which our attention has been called. 

Dr. Squibb, in Aphemeris, No. 4, Vol. 3, has given an 
exhaustive review of various processes previously offi- 
cial in the United States and British Pharmacopceias, 
and fully explained the methods of nitrometric 
assay, and Dr. C. O. Curtman, of St. Louis, in his care- 
fully prepared paper presented to the American Phar- 
maceutical Association at the Profile House meeting, 
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J. H. Manning of the Class of 1887, Massachusetts 
College of Pharmacy, obtained the following results: 


Per cent, Per cent. 
Ethyl Nitrite. Ethyl Nitrite. 
Raraicuciece enieahaes 0.570 Radaedsidgasy dud cas 2.05 
Bi cwaccenaecvupemen 0.580 Paraeipaciueesiacnaaed 1.86 
Wekicin eal saa ced Se” er ee Se eek eee 2.80 
Miinean ae wei.a wales 1.18 Gwiias sis eeasens - O.OIL 





Undoubtedly many of the commercial products are 
made bya process differing from the U.S. P., as_ they 
yield an excessive amount of aldehyde. 

Let us assume a simple reaction for the U.S. P. 
1880 process, and state it thus: 

3C,H,OH+2HNO,=HC,H,O,+2C,H,NO,+3H,O 

(138 grammes (126 grammes (60 grammes (150 grammes (54 grammes 


absolute absolute absolute absolute water.) 
alcohol.) nitric acid.) acetic acid.) ethyl nitrite. ) 


We shall see that 138 grammes of absolute alcohol or 
about 152 of 94 per cent. volume (91 per cent. weight) 
can produce theoretically 150 grammes of absolute ethyl 
nitrite, or 3,750 grammes of spirit containing 4 per cent. 



























































1892,* has further elaborated the process of assay, so 
that no time need be given to the consideration of 
these divisions of the subiect. 

The various analyses of ‘‘State Assayers’” showing 
the “rank adulteration of spirit of nitrous ether” are 
misleading from the fact that when pharmacists, pur- 
chase market products of the various chemical manu- 
facturers they cannot obtain those which attain the 
pharmacopeeial standards, although listed and labeled 
U, &. P. 

Made from concentrated nitrous ethers of the market 
or prepared conscientiously by the pharmacist follow- 
ing the U. S. P. process, the product has no uniformity 
when fresh and rapidly deteriorates in keeping. 

Squibb’s Zphemeris, page 1205, gives the following 
table : 


Per cent. 
of Ethyl Nitrite. 


4 

5 “ ow wo “ “ “ 
6 “ “ o Ld “ “ “ 
7 commercial spirit labeled U.S. P. 

8 “ “ ies ve 

3 “ “ “ “ 

Pid . “ “ . 





* See American Druccist for August, 1892. 


absolute ethyl nitrite. Orwe may say that 100 grammes 
of gt per cent. by weight alcohol should give theoreti- 
cally, about 100 grammes of ethy] nitrite. 

The U.S. P. 1880 assumes that the washed distillate 
by its process is 80 per cent. ethyl nitrite. 

This process was submitted to ten young men for 
trial, using uniform style of apparatus and same ma- 
terial under same directions. 

From each 100 grammes of alcohol used, from 20 to 25 
grammes of washed ether was obtained, which gave by 
assay from 9 to 15 grammes of ethyl nitrite. 

The average of the ten operators was about 22 
grammes of washed ether and 12 grammes ethyl nitrite. 
29 grammes of 69.4 per cent. nitric acid was used for each 
roo grammes of gi per cent. alcohol, and this is equiva- 
lent to about 20 grammes of absolute nitric acid. 

If 126 grammes of absolute acid can produce 150 
grammes of ethyl nitrite, theoretically 20 grammes of 
absolute nitric acid could produce 24 grammes of ethyl 
nitrite. ‘These results show that a large excess of alco- 
hol has been employed and that the reaction is by no 
means as simple as is assumed, aldehyde, acetic ether 
and other products forming perhaps a portion of the 
distillate. The ten washed distillates, before referred 
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to§ diluted |with,19 times their weight of alcohol 
assayed 2.25 to 3 per cent. of ethyl nitrite instead of 
the 4 per cent. promised by the Pharmacopeceia. 

Dr. Squibb obtained by this process about 20 
grammes of washed ether and eleven grammes of ethyl 
nitrite from 100 grammes of alcohol (“480 grammes 
gave 93 grammes, each 5 grammes containing 2.82 of 
C,H,NO, and 2.18 of other products”). Tried on a 
large scale using 2,000 grammes of alcohol, the same 
variations were obtained in ten trials. 

Dr. Squibb suggested using a lesser quantity ofa 
stronger alcohol and a strong nitric acid, omitting the 
sulphuric acid of the U.S.P. process. By this method 
each 100 grammes of alcohol gave him 115 grammes 
of distillate containing 44.5 grammes of washed ether 
assaying 28 grammes of ethyl nitrite (see FAphemeris, 
page 1225), “8.33 washed ether gave 5.25 absolute.” 

For this roo grammes of alcohol a little less than 60 
grammes of 69.5 per cent. nitric acid or 41.64 grammes 
of absolute HNO, is used as against 20 grammes of 
absolute HNO, in the U.S. P. process. 

This should give about 50 grammes of absolute 
nitrous ether, theoretically,but about 23 grammes based 
upon the practical results of the U. S. P. 1880 process. 
The 28 grammes obtained is then a decided gain, 

Using cologne spirit the yield should be somewhat 
higher. 1oo barrels of Webb’s cologne spirit had an 
average specific gravity of 0.81205, representing 
about 93.9 per cent by weight, and 96.06 per cent. 
by volume strength; 20 barrels of Boston cologne 
spirit had an average specific gravity of 0.8150, repre- 
senting 92.8 per cent. by weight and 95.29 per cent. by 
volume strength. 

Twenty lots of nitrous ether. were made, using 
2100 grammes of Webb’s cologne spirit and a propor- 
tionate quantity of 70 per cent. nitric acid. 

The ether was passed through a 3 per cent. solution 
of sodic carbonate before entering the condenser, and 
then received directly in 6,000 grammes of cologne 
spirit placed ina bottle connected by a suitable glass 
tube with a second bottle containing 3000 grammes of 
cologne spirit. The contents of both bottles were 
assayed and mixed to give a 4 per cent. spirit. 

From 30 to 38 lbs., or from 13,617 grammes to 17,246 
grammes of 4 per cent. spirit of nitrous ether was ob- 
tained, equivalent to from 544+ grammes to 698 + 
grammes of ethyl nitrite, or from about 26 grammes to 
about 33 grammes of pure ethyl nitrite, for each 100 
grammes of cologne spirit acted upon, an average of 
30 grammes ora gainof 2 grammes or about 7 per cent. 
over the process of washing the ether separately and 
subsequently disolving it in alcohol. The product was 
free from acid, but contained an appreciable amount 
of aldehyde. 


PROPOSED PROCESS. 

The new process is based upon the action of nascent 
nitrile, NO, upon alcohol. 

The nitrile is liberated by acting upon sodium nitrite 
with sulphuric acid. The strength of this salt is then 
an important factor. 

The statement is made that the so called C. P. fused 
sodium nitrite in sticks is always inferior to the com- 
mercial, being decomposed in fusing for molding. 

Merck’s C. P. stick sodium nitrite selling at go cts. 
to $1 per lb. and a commercial selling at 30 to 40 cts. 
per lb. were selected for examination. 

The volumetric method, detailed in Sutton’s Volu- 
metric Analysis, fifth edition, page 229, was employed— 

7 
correcting the statement that each c.c. of = solution 


K,Mn,O, (2KMn0O,) is equivalent to 0.0069 of sodi- 
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um nitrite, which is twice too much, as seen by the fol- 
lowing reaction : 
5NaNO, + K,Mn,O, + 
(345) (315-6) 
K,SO, + 2MnSO, + 3H,O. 

Merck’s C. P. stick sodium nitrite assayed 99.89 per 
cent. The commercial 96.08 per cent. The use of the 
alkali nitrites in preparing nitrous ethers is not new. 
Feldhaus recommended using potassium nitrite, while 


3H,SO, = 5NaNO, + 


Dunstan and Dymond proposed sodium nitrite. The 
formula submitted is as follows: 
MID MEE LO8 ET DONE) 6 a5 janes ss nsns esse ens. sucess 500 grammes 


Sulphuric acid ( sp. gr. 1.847) (66° Beaume) 4 

Alcohol 94 per cent. ( Sp. PT. 0.820)... . 000-000... seccecceees 

PPM es ehiny bbb Ss Sncee SE PeRGbeeuh cone orsbs ie cekiserbeanene 
Product about 700 grammes. 





Dissolve the sodium nitrite in 1,000 c.c. of water and put the solution in a suit- 
able retort connected with a condenser and receiver cooled thoroughly by 
means of ice water, then add the alcohol and mix well. 

Then gradually add the sulphuric acid previously mixed with 1,000 c.c. of 
water through a funnel tube which reaches under the surface of the mixture. 

The nitrous ether ordinarily commences distilling before all the sulphuricacid 
has been added. After addition of the acidapply a gentle heat untiithe nitrous 
ether is distilled off. 

Wash the distillate with very cold distilled water to remove alcohol, then 
with a cold solution of sodium carbonate in water to remove acid. Separate 
the nitrous ether from the solution andagitate with dry potassium carbonate to 
remove the last traces of water. Filter. If not the goper cent, usually demanded 
in the trade, dilute to the percentage with absolute alcohol. 

It 1s essential that the alcohol for diluting high percentages be absolute. For 
diluting to 4% per cent., 95 per cent., or cologne spirit, is preferred by manu- 
facturers. The concentrated ether as well as the spirit of nitrous ether should 
be kept well protected from light and heat. 


Let us first consider the formula theoretically. 

The sodium nitrite may range from 96 to 98 per 
cent.; 220 c.c. of sulphuric acid, (sp. gr. 1847,) would 
weigh 4060.34 grammes; 66° Beaume represents a spe- 
cific gravity of 1.847, 1.8312 or 1.8354, according to au- 
thority followed. 

The U.S. P., 1880, gave 1.840 as the specific gravity 
of 96 per cent. acid. Kolb gives 1.842 as absolute acid, 
and this was adopted in the U.S. P. for 1880. Other 
authorities give 1.842 as absolute acid. 

Five specimens of C. P. sulphuric acid, bought as U. 
S. P. 96° acid, were titrated and their specific gravity 
taken by five persons, the temperature of 15° C. being 
observed in the specific gravity, and room temperature 
in titrating. 


Sp. Gr. Per Cent, 
— . 1.836 MND 6 oso ees inne ones ae 93-5 
rrr of Ec. SAP seaehasr eee ee 96 
RE Sahat ee | Ss Cease swab an naaeael 93-5 
| a “ar A ee Pe IT ee, 95.8 
Werth vsrstniseabsepnee 1.841 e* SA onan awh wesa eee 95 16 


Greater care might give closer results, but we doubt 
if aC. P. sulphuric acid can be obtained having a 
specific gravity of 1.847 at'15° C. if the gravity is taken 
with any care. If a small specific gravity flask is 
used, of course a minute drop too much of the aci. 
would lead to wide error. The 94 per cent. given tor 
the alcohol should be stated’ as by volume per cent., as 
an alcohol of the specific gravity 0.820 is 91 per cent. 
by weight and 94 per cent. by volume. Wecannot see 
how a product of 7oo grammes can be obtained assum- 
ing the reaction to be 


2C,H,OH + 2NaNo, + H,SO, = 2C,H,NO, + 
(92) (138) (98) (150) 
Na,SO,+2H, O. 


One hundred and thirty-eight grammes sodium 
nitrite can produce in complete reaction 150 grammes 
of ethyl nitrite, and 500 grammes of sodium nitrite 
can produce 543 grammes of ethyl nitrite, and if the 
sodium nitrite is 98 per cent. it can produce but 532 
grammes. If the 7oo grammes refers to the weight of 
distillate only, then we must add the undecomposed 
alcohol which distils. 

The 550c.c. of alcohol of specific gravity 0.820 would 
weigh 0.451 grammes. 

If 92 grammes of absolute alcohol are required for 
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138 grammes of absolute sodium nitrite, 500 grammes of 
sodium nitrite would require 333 grammes of absolute 
alcohol, equal to about 366 grammes of 94 per cent. by 
volume alcohol, 98 per cent. sodium nitrite would re- 
quire 2 per cent. less alcoholand leave about 85.6 to add 
to 532 + grammes ethy] nitrite, a total of 6174+ grammes, 
leaving at least 83 grammes of the 700 to be made up by 
water. To learn how far the theory would be borne 
out in practice the formula was given to several parties 
to whom materials of the same quality were furnished, 
but each allowed to fit his own apparatus. 

Each was requested to immediately dilute the washed 
ether with 19 times its weight of cologne spirit and to 
send a sample at once for assay. To our surprise the 
eight samples so received assayed from 5 to 5.08 per 
cent. and were only very faintly acid (may have been 
the cologne spirit), and mixed with KOH solution 
showed a mere trace of aldehyde. 

The following table shows results obtained and cost 
to the operator. 

Ninety-six per cent. sodium nitrite being used, the 
possible theoretical yield from 500 grammes would be 
521 grammes C,H,NO, absolute ethyl nitrite (sp. 
gr. o.g0o by Dunstan and Dymond). 

















Washed (Percent. of Cost per Cost per Cos’ per 
Distillate. nitrous | theoretical, Ib. ethyi Ib. go per | Ib. q}y per 
ether. | yield. | nitrite (cent ether.!cent. spirit. 
I. 340G 160 G, 30.7 $5.25 $4.73 -69 
2. 220G 160 G. 96.9 5.25 4-73 .60 
3. 370G 199 G, 36.4 4.42 3.98 -57 
4. 400C.c 270 G, 51.8 se 2.80 | -51 
5. 500C.c 425 G. 81.5 1.98 77 | 46% 
6. 450 ¢.c 347 G. 66.6 2.42 2.18 | «48 
7; g60'c:c..| 386:G, 74.0 2.18 1.96 | 47 
& 430c¢ | 300 G, 57-5 2.80 2.52 .50 





The cost was estimated as follows : 
500 grammes sodium nitrite @ $0.35 lb. ........ $o 39 
GEO CC AICONON@ S205 Gal. oe isd ss ces oe sees ce 40 
220 c.c. (406+ grammes) sulph. acid C. P. @ 

Te ee eee TT eer eNonie ene lorere nacelles 13 
60 grammes sodium carbonate in 2,000 g. water } 


; : ol 
30 grammes dried potassium carbonate ...... | 
WOME 5 MOUS 6. es oo oS has niaisiaisrate aise class iets 75 
$1 68 
Interest, waste, etc., 10 PAG EOC ING eters sigs aneretse te vie 17 
$1 85 


The cost of 4% per cent. spirit of nitrous ether was 
estimated as follows: 


Fe 


No. 1. 1 lb. go per cent nitrous ether ......... . 
19 lb. cologne spirit (6.78 lb. to gallon) 2.8 gal. 


~I 


4 73 
7 42 


i er Fa 


The three hours time was -the average thought 
necessary to produce the product having the apparatus 
arranged, but the time actually employed in getting 
the apparatus together and performing the work ranged 
from four to eight hours, 

Examination into the methods followed by each 
seemed to show the causes of failure to be imperfect 
fitting of apparatus, insufficient condensing surface 
(very thorough arrangements must be provided for 
condensation) and loss during washing. 

The formula does not suggest how much water 
should be used or how much or how strong a solution 
of sodium carbonate should be employed. 

To determine loss in manipulation, 255 c.c. of ether 
previously passed through 3 per cent. carbonate of so- 


funnel, it lost 7 grammes. 
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dium solutionwas cooled to about6.5° C. and weighed. 
Weight, 244 grammes ; ratio of volume to weight, 1 to 
0.956-+. Shaken with an equal volume of distilled 
water at 6.5°C. and separated, it measured 225 c.c. 
and weighed 214grammes. Ratio of volume to weight, 
1 too.g51-+. Shaken with an equal volume of 3 per 
cent. sodium carbonate solution, at 6.5°C.and_ sep- 
arated, it measured 213 c.c. and weighed 204 grammes. 
Ratio of volume to weight, 1 too.957-+. Poured into 
a dry, tared bottle at room temperature, it lost 9 
grammes. Shaken with 10 grammes of dried potassium 
carbonate, and filtered through a pellet of cotton in a closed 
Total loss in 5 handlings, 
56 grammes, or 23 per cent. 

The variations of volume and weight ratios are in- 
cident to differences in temperature and measurement, 
It has been stated that carbonate of sodium solu- 
tion decomposed the ether and produced alcohol and 
sodium nitrite. 

Tenc.c. of dried ether was shaken with 20 c.c. of water 
at 6.5° c.; separated, it measured 9 c.c. Ten c.c. was 
thoroughly shaken with 20 c.c. of 10 per cent. sodic car- 
bonate solution ; separated, it measured 9g c.c.’ Por- 
tionsof the ether were made into 5 per cent. spirit in 
lots of 1,800 grammes. Assays gave 5 per cent, 

NOTES ON PROCESS AND CHANGES SUGGESTED. 


(1.) Sodium nitrite, 96 to 98 per cent. (2.) Sul- 
phuric acid, titrating 95 to 96 per cent., 220 c¢.c., or 
1,200 c.c. of 28 per cent. (3.) Alcohol of 94 per cent. 
volume strength, sp. gr. 0.820. (4.) Product about 600 
grammes. The ether commences distilling soon after 
adding a portion of the acid, and after the reaction is 
over very little heat is necessary to drive over all the 
ether, (5.) Wash with an equal volume of ice-cold 
distilled water in a tubulated bottle. (6.) Wash with 
equal volume of 5 per cent. solution of carbonate of 
sodium in dstilled water, ata temperature below 5° C. 
(7.) Shake with one-twentieth its weight of dried 
potassium carbonate. (8.) Filter through a pellet of 
absorbent cotton in a covered funnel. (9.) Wash out 
contents of retort with warm water soon as the reac- 
tion is over, that the sodium sulphate may not crystal- 
lize and cause more trouble in removing. 

APPARATUS. 

The lack of facilities in many pharmacies for doing 
any work of this kind leads us to suggest the appara- 
tus shown in the drawing, which can be constructed 
by any one at little expense. 4 is a portion of an 
alcohol barrel containing 20 feet of block tin pipe of 
half inch internal diameter, coiled, and kept in posi- 
tion by wiring to three strips of wood, as seen in /, 
Ice water may be used for cooling such volatile bodies 
as we have under consideration. . 

The outlet of the condenser passes through a cork 
in the bottle g, which is connected with the safety 
bottle 4, by a piece of block tin pipe which dips be- 
neath the surface of alcohol. (If we follow experi- 
ment No. 9 alcohol is also placed in g.) As soon as 
the reaction ceases or the distillation slackens the 
bottle 4 is disconnected at d, where it joins the out- 
let of g, so that the contents of % will not be drawn 
back into g. 

g and &# are placed ina tub or pan to permit their 
being cooled with ice water and a cloth wet with ice 
water is thrown over the tops of both g and 4 keep- 
ing the connecting tubes cold. 

é is a two-gallon wide-mouthed bottle one-third to 
half full with 5 per cent. sodic carbonate solution 
through which the ether is allowed to bubble. 

At ordinary room temperature the ether will not re- 
main in J, while the alcohol and acid will. 
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In the event of the temperature permitting any 
ether condensing here at 4, it is driven forward by 
placing 4 ina pan of lukewarm water. C is a 28 lb. 
chloral jar, fitted with a cork through which passes a 
glass tube reaching nearly to the bottom of the jar 
and connected with the block tin funnel tube / ¢ at 
@d, and provided with a glass outlet tube, of at least 
half an inch internal diameter, connected with 4 bya 
block tin pipe. These fittings of C and 4 are made 
perfectly tight by a luting of cement of litharge and 
glycerin. If the jar ¢ is disconnected at d d as soon 
as the process is completed it can be rinsed witha 
little warm water and its fittings not disturbed. The 
connections @ @ ad may be made with bladder 
or heavy rubber tubing if the ends of the pipes are 
brought tightly together. If the jar stands, the sodium 
sulphate may crystallize and give more trouble. In. 
stead of the condenser A, Z may be used. 

It is constructed of a piece of 2'%-inch gas pipe eight 
feet long having a 2% by % inch tee at each end. 
Through it passes a glass or block tin pipe N, secured 
by rubber stoppers or by brass stuffing boxes at each 
end. By connecting the nipple in one tee with a sup- 
ply of cold water and the other with an overflow pipe, 
condensation is effected. For washing the ether a gal- 
lon bottle ¥ is tubulated by drilling a hole at A. with 
a broken three-cornered file, and finishing it with a 
smooth rat-tail file, the work being facilitated by wet- 
ting the files with water or using a solution of camphor 
in oil of turpentine. 

This tubulure is closed by a smooth cork, through 
which passes a glass or block tin pipe, closed at one 
end and having an aperture cut in the side. 

When this aperture is drawn into the cork the valve 
is closed. 

Mr. W. was’ requested to try the ninth experiment, 
using the apparatus as figured, the generator and wash 
bottle being warmed, when the reaction ceased, by 
pouring hot water into the dishes containing them, 
care being taken not to use too warm water for the 
bottle. . 

The distillate was received in 5,600 grammes of co- 
logne spirit, and gave a total of 6,000 grammes, assaying 
6 per cent. This would be equivalent to about 360 
grammes of ethy! nitrite and 9,000 grammes, or about 20 
pounds of 4 per cent. spirit of nitrous ether, costing 
45 cents per pound. 

Each of the experiments was upon a scale practical 
for the retail pharmacist. With large apparatus, and 
working large quantities, the cost may be reduced, but 
the spirit cannot be prepared of this standard at a cost 
to satisfy any pharmacist or physician who may still 
feel that competition demands the supplying of the 
commercial product containing but 70 percent. of alco- 
hol of low grade, less than 1 per cent. of nitrous ether 
and an excess of acid and aldehyde. 

These experiments should justify the Committee of 
Revision in demanding a spirit of nitrous ether that 
shall be uniform in ether strength when made, free from 
aldehyde, and but slightly acid. The preparation of 
anryl nitrite will form the subject of a brief sketch in 
a subsequent paper. 


“+> _—- 


Crystallization of Veratrin.—By E. Merck.—Vera- 
trin crystals are identical with those of other authors 
called cevadin. Veratrin forms white crystals, has the 
formula C,,H,,No,, and has also water of crystal- 
lization, which it loses readily on exposure to the air. 
The dried crystals have a melting point of 202°. Spar- 
ingly soluble in alcohol and ether. The salts are 
altogether amorphous.—Chem. Zeitung, 1893, 31. 
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Written for the American Druggtst. 
DISPENSING SODA WATER. 
By THomas WARWICK. 
Part I].—NEATNESs AND DiIspATCH. 
In dispensing soda-water, neatness and dispatch are 
two prime requisites. It is of course essential that the 
beverage be agreeable to the eye and to the palate, 


neatly and without unnecessary delay. A customer 
may put off stopping in at the drug store for two hours 
after she first feels thirsty, yet she will be provoked if 
there is a delay of even two minutes in filling her or- 
der. 

Unfortunately the apothecary cannot hope to remedy 
human nature. He must take it as he finds it, and 
consequently he must make up for the shortcomings 
of others by seeing to it that the patrons of his soda- 
fountain are not kept waiting. 

Neatness is also essential. Of course it is unavoid- 
able to make some messin drawing the soda water and 
syrups, but a sloppy counter is enough to disgust any 
one with the beverage served, and hence a wet cloth 
should be at hand, and should be kept continually in 
use. The marble apparatus itself becomes frequently 
bespattered with soda-water and syrups, which should 
be at once wiped off, as otherwise they will corrode the 
marble. Under no circumstances, however, should the 
same cloth be used for this purpose as for the counter. 
Otherwise more harm than good is likely to result from 
the operation. 


CARE OF THE MARBLES. 


Should the marbles ever show dirt, or lose their 
polish they should be rubbed with a mixture of bees- 
wax melted in turpentine, the whole being spread 
very evenly over the polished surface, which should 
afterward be rubbed over with a hot cloth. If the 
apparatus is made of white marble, this should first 
be washed with castile soap and water before the bees- 
wax is applied. If a colored marble, however, it should 
not be washed first, but in this case, if the marble is 
dark a little olive oil or raw linseed oil may be rubbed 
upon it after the beeswax has been applied, but it must 
be borne in mind that oil should never be used on 
light marbles, as it would make a permanent stain. 


CARE OF THE TUMBLERS. 


The tumbler washer should, if possible, be kept 
under the counter, or better stillin an adjoining room, 
At Wanamaker’s establishment, in Philadelphia, an ex- 
cellent plan is adopted for cleaning the tumblers out 
of sight of the customers. Underneath the apparatus 
are several large drawers which extend all the way to 
a separate room behind the apparatus, consequently 
the dirty tumblers put in from one side are drawn out 
from behind and cleaned by an attendant, after which 
they are sent back to be used again. In this way the 
process can be thorough, as hot water and plenty of 
elbow grease may be’applied to the glasses, while those 
who do the work of dispensing are less hampered in 
their movements than if the tumbler washers had to be 
kept near the dispensing counter. 

To impress the customers with the idea that the 
tumblers are clean, it is also advisable to have an or- 
namental stand on the counter upon which the tumblers 
can be placed when washed, and where they will be 
played upon by an automatic spray of fresh water. 

CARE OF THE SYRUPS. 

Certain syrups, and especially chocolate, are apt 
to settle if alloved to stand for any length of time. 
Such an occurrence is most annoying, and there are 
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only two remedies for it. The first is to keep con- 
tinually stirring up the syrup (which is at best a most 
unsightly operation), and the second is to dispense it 
from a glass bottle instead of from asyrup tank. This 
last course is the one that should always be followed. 

Iam not easily surprised by a display of lack of 
forethought in dispensing ; but I must confess that it 
passes my comprehension how so many druggists per- 
sist in dispensing their chocolate syrup from the tanks 
of the apparatus. Time and again have I witnessed 
their reticence when chocolate was mentioned, and 
their evident efforts to have some other flavor cho- 
sen instead. And when they were finally obliged to 
dispense the chocolate, it was humiliating to see them 
draw off and throw away a whole tumblerful of the 
syrup before it became clear enough to serve out. 

Certain other syrups, suchas lemon, nectar, and the 
Various cream syrups, sour very rapidly, and hence 
should, if possible, be fresh every day. This end can 
be secured by making them up in small quantities, 
but under no circumstances should a syrup be served 
out after it has reached even the first stage of souring. 
It will pay you in the long run to sacrifice an occa- 
sional pint of syrup, but with proper precautions the 
loss from this source should be very small. Above all 
things, clean out the tanks often and thoroughly, wipe 
them carefully on the outside, do not fill them too 
much, and be particular to close the cover of the tank, 
so that no foreign substance can find an entrance. 


Tuer Usk or THE DOUBLE STREAM DRAUGHT. 


In drawing the soda-water, the question arises as to 
how to use the double-stream draught-arm. Author- 
ities differ on this point, but the best plan, although a 
somewhat long one, is to first turn on the fine stream 
for an instant toset the syrup in motion, then change 
to the coarse stream to fill up the tumbler, and lastly 
use the fine stream again to mix the beverage well to- 
gether and produce the requisite head of foam. 


LEAKAGE. 


As regards the leakage of the apparatus, this may be 
of three kinds—a leakage from the draught-arms, from 
the syrup-tanks, or from the ice-box. There being 
three packings in each follower of the draught-arm, it 
will readily be seen that the chances of leaking are 
considerable. The remedy is usually simple. If it is 
an imperfect washer that has caused the trouble,a new 
washer will remedy everything. If it is some obstruc- 
tion on one of the valve-seats, matters will be set to 
rights by the removal of the obstruction. If the packing 
of the stuffing-box is at fault, a little additional lamp- 
wicking wound around the shaft will usually arrange 
matters, or if not, the stuffing-box can be entirely re- 
packed. If, however, the dispenser isa muscular man, 
and thinks it necessary every time he closes the 
draught-arm, to screw it down to its tightest point and 
a little further, he may easily have injured the block tin 
lining of the passages, and a leakage from this cause 
can only be remedied by sending the draught-arm on 
to the manufacturer for repairs. 

A leakage in the syrup-tanks is likewise,in ninety-nine 
cases out of a hundred, due to an imperfect washer or 
to an obstruction on the valve-seat. 

When the ice box leaks, the cause is usually that the 
waste-pipe that should carry off the surplus water has 
become clogged up and fails to perform the proper 
functions. In this, asin almostall other cases of trou- 
ble with the dispensing apparatus, a little care will 
prevent the trouble, and a little common sense and in- 
vestigation will show the operator just where the dif- 
ficulty lies, and will enable him to remedy matters for 
himself. 
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SPRING MEDICINES AND BLOOD PURI- 
FIERS. 
By FerRpDINAND Lascar, Pu. Gr. 

With the return of Spring, when nature wakes from 
its long slumber, when the poet seeks seclusion and 
the aid of his muse to sing the praise of gentle Spring, 
the time arrives when the druggist prepares for the 
siege of customers who call for Spring medicines. 
Both the poet and apothecary have a delicate job on 
hand if everybody shall be suited, but while the poet 
is supposed to work for glory only, the druggist’s aim 
is glory and coin combined, which frequently compli- 
cates matters considerably. 

To prepare a Spring medicine to be sold in prefer- 
ence to what the patent medicine market offers 
requires both circumspection and skill,—there are so 
many items to be considered to bring the matter to 
a successful issue. 

In the first place the medicine put up must possess 
unquestionable therapeutic properties to be consid- 
ered a Spring medicine, which means a“ blood purifier.”’ 
A remedy suited to purge the system from accumu- 
lated humors and apt to infuse tone and vigor to the 
blood circulation. In the next place, such blood puri- 
fying medicine must be palatable and not interfere 
with any of the vital functions of the body; they 
must be, furthermore, put up with a view to yielding 
their manufacturer a fair profit and at a better price 
than those do which he can procure in the wholesale 
market already put up. Last, but not least, the style in 
which a proprietary medicine is put up requires, if it 
shall “take,” considerable sagacity and ingenuity. 

In regard to the manner of putting up Spring medi- 
cines, so far as it relates to style of bottle, label and 
wrapper, I think no one direction is suitable to every 
case, norcan any be given here, Naturally most drug 
gists will follow their individual taste in putting up 
their goods, but it is well to remember that very often 
preparations possessing undoubted value as specific 
remedies remain unsold when they are carelessly 
wrapped up and they are uninviting to the eye, or 
when the label is either too profuse or too scant of 
wordsin proclaiming the nature and the virtues of the 
preparation offered for sale. 

Leaving this question of wrapper, label and bottle 
aside, I will confine myself to bringing a few points to 
the notice of those of my colleagues who this year in- 
tend to put up Spring medicines, confining myself to 
devising practical formule for Spring medicines 
having the therapeutical as well as the financial 
success of the question in view, and to submitting 
some formulas which I have learned by experience to 
answer in most cases. . 

What the public generally expect a Spring medicine 
to do is to relieve the plethoric, and at times even, in- 
flammatory conditions of the system, to produce slow 
but complete evacuation of the bowels, acting at the 
same time as a gentle tonic, infusing, so to 


say, renewed vigor into the blood  circula- 
tion from the body and to eliminate if  possi- 
ble accumulated secretion from the body. 


In other words, the Spring medicine, to be a blood 
purifier in the popular sense of the word, must com- 
bine the qualities of an aperient, an alterative and’ a 
sudorific witha gentle tonic effect. The medicine 
must not interfere with the digestion nor the assimila- 
tion of food ; it must, while acting as an aperient, not 
produce griping nor discomfort, and by its gentle, stim- 
ulating action upon the liver must be instrumental in 
producing a decided improvement in the condition 
and appearance of the patient. 
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In devising a suitable formula, the aim must likewise 
be to eliminate from the same substances which, when 
injudiciously employed, may produce hurtful effects, 
and forthis very reason I would advise the omission of 
the now universallyemployed potassium iodide, because 
it can well be replaced by other saline substances which 
are more safe. Indiscriminate dosing with potassium 
iodide should be discountenanced ; it isa remedy which 
by right should only find employment when prescribed 
by a physician, because the dose should in every in- 
stance be adjusted to the symptoms of the patient. 
We must not forget that though it acts decidedly on 
the kidneys, and is very soon eliminated, it stays 
long enough in the system frequently to produce 
acne, and in moderate doses at times even urticaria, as 
wellas purple blotches on the skin.  Salivation may 
also be produced by its use, while the appearance of 
coryza and lachrymation are not at all rare. Further- 
more its interference with nutrition and its action upon 
the heart are other serious objections to its indiscrim- 
inate use. 

To produce the refrigerant, laxative and diuretic 
effect ina Spring medicine we must call in the aid of 
the group of salines. The two which at first sight 
seem to be the most suitable ones, being the best effect 
in the therapeutic direction, are Epsom and Glauber 
salts. Both are excellent remedies to relieve plethoric 
conditions, but their bitter and nauseating taste pre- 
clude their employment in what must bea _ pleasant 
and palatable preparation. 

Eminently better suited would be potassium bitar- 
trate, were it only more soluble; thisand the fact that a 
“shake” mixture always must be considered as an 
unpractical, and for that matter an unscientific prep- 
aration, also does away with its availability. It is 
far better to use the neutral potassium tartrate made 
by neutralizing the bitartrate with potassium bicarbo- 
nate. If we use this preparation we have a refrigerant 
aperient which, with the addition of a small excess of 
potassim carbonate has been added, answers its pur- 
pose well. Becatise potassium in small doses limits and 
suspends the formation of urinary deposits, corrects 
acidity of the stomachand even promctes digestion. 
By its action upon the faulty secretions it is apt to 
cure and abort boils and reduce scrofulous swellings. 
At the same time its tendency to saponify fat in the 
blood is another consideration in its favor. 

Another saline preparation which is eminently fitted 
to enter into the formula of a Spring medicine, if its 
price offers no objection, is the sulpho-vinate of sodium, 
which is tasteless and never produces griping. Less 
desirable is Rochelle salts, which, while it rarely dis- 
agrees with the stomach, has a somewhat too salty 
taste, which, however, may be overcome. ; 

seside the saline substances a_ well devised blood 
purifier should contain such drugs of a botanical origin 
as not alone have a specific action as alteratives, but 
which also combine with the salines to form compatible 
mixtures. While a very large number of them are 
used, the number of those whicheminently fit them for 
our purpose is nevertheless limited. There is senna 
with its tendency to gripe, which may be overcome by 
the judicious addition of aromatics. But senna may at 
times cause flatulency, and for this reason rhubarb is 
preferable. The astringent and tonic properties of the 
latter being even greater than its laxative qualities, it 
may be useful asa corrigent in combination with salines. 

A remedy of the highest value in small doses is po- 
dophyllum ; it slowly and completely evacuates the 
bowels without afterward causing constipation. 
When given in this manner it removes torpor of the 
liver and hepatic fulness, thereby improving the com- 
plexion and general appearance of the ‘patient. Po- 
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dophyllum shares these properties with the much 
milder taraxacum, which proves an active tonic for the 
stomach and is especially valuable when digestion is 
impaired. Xanthoxylum, which now frequently en- 
ters into the combination of Spring medicines, has 
much in its favor, being an arterialeand nervous stimu- 
lant and a sudorific. Wild cherry bark is also of value 
as a tonic: it strengthens the digestion, which indi- 
cates its use in different febrile symptoms, especially 
when these are due to debility and anaemia. 

That sarsaparilla is inert has often been asserted, 
still it is well to bow to the generally accepted belief, 
which never yet has been conclusively disproved, viz., 
that it is efficacious in blood diseases. Sarsaparilla 
certainly has strong advocates as a remedy in blood 
changes traceable to a syphilitic source, and so has 
sassafras, which also promotes the digestion and acts 
gently upon the kidneys and upon the skin. 

As already stated many botanical drugs have been 
suggested, but in practice most are found useless, The 
following formulas will be found to answer the 
purpose well; they have stood the test of use, and 
make neat and palatable preparations which require 
little labor to prepare. The dose in each instance is 
calculated to be a tablespoonful two or three times a 
day, but some of the preparations can, as will readily 
be seen, be put up in more concentrated forms. I also 
wish to suggest that when it is intended to make up 
large quantities of them, the formula can conven- 
iently be improved upon by making a fluid extract of 
the different mechanical drugs mentioned entering into 
the prescription direct after mixing and grinding. 
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Dissolve the potassium salts in 8 fluid ounces of water by the aid of agentle 
heat, add the remaining ingredients and set aside over night and filter. 

Nore.—Large quantities can be made beautifully clear by running the 
liquid through a hitering hat of felt. | 
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Mix and filter. 
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Dissolve the solids in the water and when ebullition has ceased add the other 
ingredients. 
V.— (For those who insist upon using iodide of potassium). 
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Mix and filter. 
Nore.—I have found that the addition of half an ounce glycerin improves 
the appearance of the preparation. 
VI.—(For those who insist upon the value of trifolium): 
Sod. et potass. tartar.......00-sseseccsesereees 
Trifolium, fluid ext... 
Sarsapar., fluid ext 
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Mix and filter. 


The above named prescriptions I submit to the 
readers of the AMERICAN Drucoist. As already stated, 
that they have each stood trial as to their value and 
that they offer no difficulty to prepare, I believe will be 
readily admitted. 
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PROGRESS IN PHARMACY. 


The Smoke of Opium.—Physiological Investiga- 
tion of —By N. Grehaut and Ern. Martin. The authors 
found that opium smoke exercised no_ perceptible 
action upon dogs.—Compt. Rend., 115, 1012-1014. 

Soap Liniment.—By J. Bienert—(Pharm. Zei- 
tahr, Russi. 1892, T. 743). To remedy the clouding 
of this liniment the author proposes to substitute, in 
place of olive oil, sesame oil—Pharm. Central, 1893, 88. 

Analyis of Tobacco Juice.—-By Arm. Gautier.— 
The author has found tobacco juice to contain chiefly 
bases and next to much nicotin a homologue of nicotin, 
C,,H,,N,, a lutidin, C,H,N, a dihydropicolin, C,H,N, 
a base C,H,NO and other heavier volatile bases.— Ser. 
d. Chem. Ges., XXVL., Ref. 1, 24, 1893. 

Tests for Impurities in Chloroform—By Prof. 
Ramsay (Chem. Ztg., 1892, 1230).—By a simple method 
the author ascertains the presence of carbonyl chloride 
in chloroform. He adds baryta water to the suspected 
sample, and if impure, finds that a whitescum is formed 
at the point of contact of the two liquids.—Pharm. 
Central., 1893, 80. 

Perfumed Naphthalin,—We have employed oil 
of bergamot and camphor. Dieterich recommends 
the following mixture (Rep. de Pharm., 1893, 30): 
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Preparation of Pills of Nitrate of Silver.—M. 
Wearn triturates powdered gum arabic with the nitrate 
of silver, adding sufficient glucose to make the mass. 
In this way he obtains a very good white pill, which 
preserves its form and does not harden.—/our. de 
Pharm, et de Chim., 1893, 137. 

Basic Bismuth Salicylate —By F. Goldmann.—The 
author examined six commercial samples. The amount 
of bismuth oxide ranged between 57.84 and 73 34 per 
cent. All of the samples but one contained free sali- 
cylic acid. Two samples conggg®ed of bismuth sub- 
nitrate respectively 11.93 and°20.20 per cent.—Pharm. 
Central, 1893, 86. 


Camphoric Acid —A New Derivative from Cam- 
phor.—By Angelo Angeli.—The author obtained the 
imide of camphoric acid by the action of conc. sulphuric 
acid upon nitrosocamphor. He obtained colorless crys- 
tals with a melting point of 243°. The author will con- 
tinue his investigations upon nitrosocamphor, and aims 
to obtain its transformation in dioximhyperoxyd and 
that derivative.—Ber. d. Chem. Ges., 1893, XXV1., 58. 

Solubility of Synthetic Remedies in Benzol.—In 
Rep. de Pharm., 1893, 28, the following table is given 
indicating the amount of benzol necessary to dissolve 
one part of the following substances : 
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Quinine Pills—7Zhe Jour. de Pharm, a’ Anvers 
1893, 14, gives the following method of preparing 
these pills of elegant appearance: Quinine sulphate, 
5 gm.; powdered gum, 5 gm.; powdered sugar, 5 
gm.; tartaric acid, 3 gm.; powdered tragacanth, 2 
gm.; this mixture is made into a mass with 3 drops of 
pure sulphuric acid and 27 drops of water. Then cut 
into 200 pills, each containing 0.05 gm. of quinine 
sulphate. At first they are rolled with powdered 
starch, then with powdered talc.—Pharm, Central., 1893, 
88. 
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A New Ptomaine.—bBy Adamkiewicz.—In his new 
book upon “Cancer and the Principle of its Treat- 
ment,” the author calls attention to a functional pro- 
duct obtained from the cancer tissue; upon the latter 
a living organism is parasitic. This product has a re- 
markable similarity to the ptomaines, particularly 
neurine, The name cancroin is given not only to this 
ptomaine but also to a neurine solution. The latter is 
prepared by neutralizing neurine with citric acid and 
saturating it with carbolic acid. This solution is used 
by subcutaneous injection with good results.—Pharm. 
Central., 1893, 81. 


The Reaction of Salts of Cocaine and Pilocar- 
pine with Calomel.—By W. Lenz.—He calls attention 
again to the black coloration of a mixture of cocaine 
and calomel in damp air. This reaction is not only 
characteristic for cocaine hydrochloride, but he found it 
to be even more intense with pilocarpine hydrochloride. 
Because we have so few reactions for this last salt this 
one with calomel deserves attention. He is still of the 
same opinion with regard to the value of this re- 
action, but cannot experimentally now obtain the same 
results.—Pharm. Central. 1893, 79. 


Quick Process for Mercural Ointment.—M. 
Bernhard proposed the following formula at a meet- 
ing of the Societé de Pharmacie de Eure: 
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He triturates the mercury with the lanoline,by which 
itis partially extinguished ; adds 1o drops of castor oil, 
triturating again fora few moments; then incorporating 
20 grammes of benzoinated lard, triturating until the 
mercury globules have entirely disappeared. This will 
require about five minutes. He then incorporates the 
remainder (7o grammes) of benzoinated lard. The 
operation conducted in this way requires exactly 15 
minutes. 


Chemical Investigation of Smoke of Opium. 
—By Henry Moissan (Compt. Rend. 115, 998). The 
author has examined the smoke of opium in order to 
see if its physiological action is due to morphine or to 
distillation products. When good chandoo is heated 
to about 350° or less, only fragrant products are volati- 
lized with water containing some morphine. The ex- 
citation is caused by only a small portion of the mor- 
phine reaching the lungs. If the smoking of opium 
is stopped, as sometimes is the case, the individual 
may live so long even as moderate smokers of tobacco. 
The remains in the opium pipe are gathered together 
and sold as “dross” to the smoker. This second pro- 
duct yields such poisonous substances as_ pyrrhol, 
acetone and hydropyridin bases. ’ 


Chemical Reactions of Tuberculous Pus.—De- 
braye and E. Legrain, in Revue medicale de / Ast publish 
the results of their researches based upon the nature 
of the organic elements of the pus. The pus is ex- 
amined directly while warm, giving the reactions for 
peptones ; the cold pus seems to contain only albu- 
mins. The test is applied as follows : Several drops of 
the pus are diluted with 2 or 3 c.c. of distilled water, 
to which is added a small fragment of KHO or NaHO, 
to this mixture is added a few drops of an uncolored 
solution of sulphate of copper. If the pus is warm a 
rose color is obtained and a violet coloration with the 
tuberculous pus only on condition that it contains the 
tubercular bacillus and has never been contaminated 
by the pyogenic microbes. The cause of this phe- 
nomenon is at present obscure.—/our. de Pharm, et de 
Chim., 1892, 213. 
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Remarks upon Hesse’s Dissertation to the 
Knowledge of Coca Leaves.—By C. Lieberman(Ann. 
d. Chem. 272, 238).—The author calls Hesse to account 
and states that his truxillic acid (truxillsduren)is writ- 
ten by Hesse cocaic acid (Cocaséiuren).—Ber. XXVLI., 
Ref. 46, 1893. 


Analysis of the Fruit of Gleditschia triacanthos. 
—By Heckel and Schlagdewhauffen—The exhaus- 
tion of the drug with petroleum ether, alcohol and 


water, afterward incinerating the parts remaining, 
gave the following results : 
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The principles are nourishing and harmless. 
food is repugnant to man, it may be given to animals. 
In its chemical composition it is similar to caroube.— 
Rep. de Pharm., 1893, 1-5. 


Sterilization of Hypodermic Solutions.—D. Mar- 
inucci has found large numbers of living germs, some 
of a harmful nature, in freshly prepared hypoder- 
mic solutions of strychnine sulphate, morphine hydro- 
chlorate, atropine sulphate, eserine, etc. Sterilization 
by heat did not affect the therapeutic value of strych- 
nine and quinine, but partly checked the action of 
morphine and atropine. Eserine and atropine solutions 
are said to be best prepared witha solution of corro- 
sive sublimate (1 in 1,000), which renders them aseptic 
without modifying their therapeutic properties. Mor- 
phine solution could not be sterilized without injur- 
iously affecting the properties of the alkaloid. It is 
suggested that all such solutions should be renewed 
every fourteen days. (Centr. f. Bakt,, xii., 282, through 
Pharm. Jour.) 


Lactoserin.—The profitable disposal of skim milk 
or whey is often a matter of some difficulty in out-of- 
the-way country places, and this product is an out- 
come of an effort to meet the difficulty by converting 
them into a portable article of food rich in nitrogenous 
material. The process is now being worked in Sweden 
and consists in obtaining curds from the skim milk or 
whey, as in the manufacture of cheese, by adding ren- 
net. After being pressed, the curds are dried in an 
oven and afterward ground. The product is prepared 
in several forms, varying in composition with the 
proportions of skim milk and whey employed. The 
mean of several analyses of “double lactoserin,” per- 
formed by J. C. Bell, gives the following figures : 
Water, 3 32; protein matters, 22.56; fat, 1.34; carbo- 
hydrates, 66.13; ash, 6.92. (Pharm. Jour.) 


Antiseptic Gauze.—Sir Joseph Lister has further 
modified his instructions for the preparation of this 
material. The pure cyanide of mercury and zinc is 
tinted with hydrochlorate of mauvine, also known as 
purified rosolane. The mauve-colored powder is dif- 
fused with pestle and mortar in a solution of carbolic 
acid (1 to 20), in the proportion of about thirty grains 
toa pint. Absorbent gauze, being folded in a thick- 
ness of eight layers, is then drawn through the liquid 
contained in a trough with a bar near its lower part, 
beneath which the gauze must pass. The salt is pre- 
vented depositing by constant stirring. The gauze is 
dried at the temperature of the air. Before use the 


gauze should be damped by sprinkling alternate lay- 
ers with carbolic lotion and rolling up the wet and dry 
pieces together, when the entire mass becomes uni- 
gormly wet in a few minutes. (Pharm. Jour.). 
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Antispasmin.—This is a preparation consisting of 
one: molecule narceine sodium combined with three 
molecules sodium salicylate. Merck describes it as a 
whitish, slightly hygroscopic powder readily soluble in 
water. It contains about 50 per cent. narceine, has an 
alkaline reaction, and absorbs carbonic acid from the 
air with partial separation of narceine. It is considered 
that the purity of the narceine in this preparation and 
its solybility will remove some of the chief objections 
to the use of narceine in medicine and admit of the 
favorable results expected by Bernard (Compt. Rend., 
1862, 406) being realized. It has been tried at Bern, 
by the late Professor Demme, who considers it to be 
an excellent hypnotic and sedative, especially suited 
for the relief of cramp, and hence the name adopted 
for it. It may beadministered without danger in doses 
of »|; grain to 1.5 grains, and appears to be well adapted 
for use in the treatment of diseases of children (Bericht, 


1892, p. 40). 


Eucalypteol is being recommended in the French 
medical journals as a substitute for eucalyptus oil and 
eucalyptol. It was first prepared by M. Anthoine, a 
pharmacist, who obtained it by treating oil of euca- 
lyptus with hydrochloric acid. The eucalypteol or 
hydrochlorate of eucalyptene thus formed occurs in 
the form of white micaceous scales, having an odor 
resembling that of camphor and a peculiar, slight but 
persistent taste. The compound is almost insoluble 
in water and glycerin, but freely soluble in alcohol , 
ether, chloroform, fixed and volatile oils, petroleum 
ether and acetic ether. Alcohol, however, causes 
slight decomposition in the cold, a substance being 
formed of which the odor recalls that of terpinol. A 
similar reaction may be caused by water, especially in 
the presence of alkalies, hydrochloric acid or an alka- 
line chloride, and a terpinol-like hydrocarbon of 
agreeable odor resulting. Eucalyptol melts at 50° 
and commences to decompose near 115°. Therapeuti- 
cally, it is said to cause no ill-effects, being well tol- 
erated by the stomach and producing no irritation, 
No toxic effects were presented even when as much as 
ten to fifteen grammes of the compound was adminis- 
tered in a single dose. The usual adult dose is 1 to 
1.5 grammes daily. (Bull. Gén. de Thérap., cxxii., 316 and 
433, through Paarm. Jour.). 


Creosotal.—J. Brissonet prepares this new medica- 
ment by combining carbolic acid with beech-wood 
creosote. A current of chloro-carbonic acid (CCCI,) 
is passed through a solution of sodium-creosote so 
long as the solution remains alkaline. The carbonated 
creosote or creosotal settles to the bottom of the 
liquid, forming a distinct layer. This is separated, 
washed with a cold alkaline solution to remove any 
uncombined creosote, and the water evaporated ata 
moderate temperature. The creosotal thus purified is 
amber-colored ; a brownish tint would indicate the 
presence of creosote as an impurity. Chemically, the 
compound is a mixture of carbonates of the guaiacol, 
creosol, etc., constituting creosote. At ordinary tem- 
peratures it is a viscous liquid, becoming fluid under 
the influence of a moderate degree of warmth It is 
without odor when pure and has a slight flavor of cre- 
osote ; insoluble in water, glycerin, and dilute aldohol; 
but soluble in all proportions in strong alcohol, ether, 
chloroform, and benzine. Its specific gravity is 1.165. 
One hundred parts of it correspond to ninety of creo- 
sote, but, in daily doses of ten to twenty grammes, it 
does not disturb the digestive functions, In the intes- 
tines it splits up into creosote and carbonic acid, and 
its use is indicated in tuberculosis, etc., as a substitute 
for creosote. (Répertotre [3], xv., 49). 
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Rennet Ferment.—H. W. Conn has separated a 
rennet ferment from a proteolytic enzyme allied to 
trypsin, found in milk that has been inoculated with 
certain bacteria which liquefy gelatin. Coagulation 
was allowed to take place, the milk then shaken with 
distilled water and filtered through porcelain. On 
addition of alcohol to the filtrate the soluble ferments 
were precipitated. On being collected, and dried, the 
powder thus obtained coagulated milk and peptonized 
gelatin. To separate the ferment from the proteolytic 
enzyme, the filtrate above mentioned was acidulated 
with one-tenth per cent. of sulphuric acid, and sodium 
chloride then added inexcess. A snowy scum forming 
on the surface of the liquid was nearly pure rennet 
ferment. It is said to be more quickly developed at 
temperatures near 20° than at the point (35°) at 
which the digestive ferment is formed (Centr. f. Bakt., 
xii., 223). 





+e 


New Inventions and Novelties. 





Under this heading we will be pleased to insert, free of charge, 
a description and illustration of novelties and new inventions of 
interest to the drug trade. 

Inventors or manufacturers are invited to send in descriptions, 
specimens ‘and illustrations of anything which they may have 
suitable for mention in this column. ; 





Display Trays for the Show Case. 


The Campbell Cutlery Co. are the patentees of 
druggists’ “sliding display trays.” The great advan- 
tage to users of these trays is that to clean the interior 
of the show case, the stock can be removed quickly and 








= 
DARA AA RAS N 
Ff S baa 


Rates 
we 


SNS 
SMES 














x 


not a single article need be disturbed or touched. 
Space is economized and stock well displayed. The ac- 
companying cut will give an idea of the appearance 
presented by a show case filled with their trays. 


+> 
ee 


A Balance Beam with Combination Scale. 
The scale beam illustrated beneath has been devised 
by the Springer Torsion Balance Co., 9 Reade street, 
New York City, with a view to furnishing a convenient 
means of using the metric, the troy or the avoirdupois 








system of weights at will. The scales of all three sys- 
tems are engraved upon the beam and there will, when 
using this beam, therefore, be no necessity for en- 
deavoring to “translate” formulas from one system 
to another. 
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Pipette for Technical Quantitative Estimations. 

The pipette illustrated in Fig. 1 was devised by Le- 
Roy (Chem Central B/.) and is of value, since it fills up 
to the zero point automatically, and its operation can 
thus be entrusted to the hands of unskilled workmen. 
An ordinary pipette is cut off at 4,a delivery tube c 
expanded to pass over the shoulder to which it is luted. 
This tube is provided with an opening on the side e¢ 
and a rubber tube is drawn over the top and is pro- 
vided with a pinch cock. To fill the pipette, plunge 
the point of it into the liquid, suck the rubber tube 
closing the hole e with the finger until the liquid rises 
through 4. The contents thus measured will flow out 
on removing the finger from e. 


————— 0% - 
A Glass Funnel with Air Escape. 

Fig. 2 shows a glass funnel, made in Germany, the 
operation of which is sufficiently clear from the illus- 
tration. By means of the air tube a the air from the 
receptacle to be filled is enabled to escape without 
sputtering or slopping up the mouth of the receptacle. 
(Pharm. Central.) 


ee 


Extraction Apparatus for Fluids. 

The apparatus shown in Fig. 4, was devised by 
Holde (Chem. Zeitung). It is well adapted for use in 
the determination of fat in fluid emulsions and is par- 
ticularly useful in milk analysis. The substance to be 
operated on is filled into the apparatus to the line ¢ ¢. 
The ether condensed in the condensing tube d@ flows 
back through ¢ to the floor or bottom of the apparatus 
where it disseminates through the liquid being operated 
on, dissolves the fat, and gradually fills the chamber 
above e with the ethereal solution of fat until the si- 
phon a is filled to the turn and begins to act, carrying 
the solution down into the flask below, whence the 
ether is distilled up through 4 tod and again makes 
the rounds. (After Pharm. Central.) 


An Adjustable Siphon. 


Ebert has described in the Chemtker Zeitung (1892, p. 
1955) an adjustable siphon which is easily made, con- 
venient to handle and easily cleansed. As shown in 
Fig. 5, the apparatus is adjusted for filtration. To set 
the siphon into operation the flask a is partially ex- 
hausted by an air pump. This flask, which can be 
closed by the glass stop cock ¢, is connected by means 
of the rubber tube 4 with the remainder of the appa- 
ratus. By closing the stop cock f and opening ¢ and d 
the liquid will be drawn over when ¢ can be closed and 
J opened and adjusted to allow the flow to continue 
at any desired rate of speed. ‘ 





tee 


An Improved Simple Form of Siphon. 

B. Hirsch suggests in the Sud Deutsche Apotheker 
Zeitung that the short end of the ordinary siphon be - 
bent upward, as shown in Fig. 6. The siphon is inverted 
and filled, the longer end stopped with a cork, the 
shorter end stopped with the finger. It is then turned 
over, the finger removed, the short end plunged in the 
liquid and the cork removed for the other end. 


ie een 


A Wash Bottle for Gases. 


J. Habermann has designed a wash bottle for gases, 
an illustration of which we reproduce from the Phar- 
maceutische Centralhalle. This illustration (Fig. 7) re- 
quires but little explanation. The space between the 
inner and the outer tube is about 2 millimetres. In 
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operation this apparatus is filled to about one-fourth 
the height of the cylindrical portion by the washing 
liquid. 


+o 


Alkaloidal Assay of Galenical Preparations. 


The method of determining the alkaloidal con- 
tent of galenical preparations devised by Van 
Ledden Hulsebosch and published in the Pharmaceutisk 
Weekblad possesses some points of genuine merit. 
The principal features of the process are summarized 
by the Pharmaceutische 
Zeitung as follows: 
(1) Ether is used for 
extraction.(2) The acid- 
ified solutions can by 
preliminary treatment 
with ether be freed 
from the impurities 
soluble in that liquid. 
(3) The alkaloids 
are completely ex- 
tracted after they have 
been set free from their 
combination with acids 
by means of alkalies. 
(4) An unmeasured 
quantity of ether may 
be used for treating the 
extracts, though not 
more than 25 c.c. are 
required for each esti- 
mation. (5) Cinchona 
and strychnus alka- 
loids can be weighed 
in the pure state as 
such. (6) The possi- 
bility of adecomposi- 
tion of the alkaloids 
is reduced to a mini- 
mum. (7) The method 
is very simple, takes 
little time for its per- 
formance, and does not 
require a very exacting 
degree of attention. 
(8) The same apparatus can be used with different 
menstruua such as petroleum, benzine, benzol, or any 
kind of alcohol for various purposes. 

For analyzing the fluid extract of cinchona for in- 
stance, the directions would be as follows: Weigh off 
accurately 1 gramme of the extract into a small beaker- 
glass; dilute with roc.c. of water; pour this into the 
apparatus at a, rinse out the beaker twice with a few 
c.c. of water, and add these to the extract solution. 
The weight of the flask C being known, 10 c.c. of ether 
are placed in it, apparatus connected up airtight and 
the condenser B closed. The flask C is now gradually 
heated on a water bath, and as soon as the ether boils 
a mixture of six drops of soda solution (specific gravity 
1.33) and five c.c. water is poured into the condenser B, 
and finally sufficient ether is added so that the level 
of the ether has risen in the bulb éto its upper opening 
at d. For this purpose 15 c.c. is an ample quantity. 
The ether vapor rising out of the flask will now be 
condensed in the condenser # drop into the space a 
and pass through the extract in small drops and, laden 
with alkaloid, pass over through the tube d back into 
the flask. 

Two hours suffices for the complete extraction of the 
alkaloid according to this method. The alkaloids which 
remain after evaporation of the ether from the flask 
are quite pure; they form snow whitecrystals and after 
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drying at 100° C. (which turns then to a light yellow) 
they can be weighed. 

In the use of this “perforator,” as v. Lidden 
Hulsebosch terms the apparatus, constant attention is 
not required. It is only necessary to make sure that 
the apparatus is tightiy closed, to start the distillation 
and then to allow the process to go on for two hours. 
It is necessary to dilute the soda solution as directed 
before adding it to the extract solution so as to pre- 
cipitate the alkaloids in a finely divided condition, so 
that the ether can take it up readily on passing 
through the liquid. 

The perforator 
method also affords a 
method of removing 
foreign matters soluble 
in ether which accom- 
pany the alkaloid 
in the extract before 
hand and of estimating 
them quantitatively. 
For this purpose the 
extract is first acidu- 
lated with a few drops 
of sulphuricor hy- 
drochloric acid in the 
perforator, is treated 
with ether for a longer 
or shorter time, a new 
flask containing 5 c.c. 
of ether attached, the 
diluted soda _ solution 
added and the process 
proceeded with. 

Hulsebosch by this 
method obtained 
from an extract of nux 
vomica which should 
have contained 15 per 
cent. of alkaloids only 
some 13.6 per cent. and 
0.75 per cent. of fat. 
One gramme of fluid 
extract of cimchona 
ae yielded after acidifying 

with diluted acid 0.012 
grammes of impurities soluble in ether and after addi- 
tion of alkali yielded 0.054 grammes alkaloids. 

It is highly desirable that this method of estimating 
alkaloids be tried with narcotic extracts, tinctures. 
fluid extracts, concentrated infusions etc. It is parti- 
cularly desirable to determine whether this method 
is to be preferred to the lime-ether process. 

For volumetric estimation the alkaloids collected in 
c are dissolved in a sufficient quantity (about 25 
to 75 cc.) of one-hundredth normal sulphuric acid, 
the ether entirely driven off, the solution filtered in a 
graduated roo cc. flask, the filter washed until it fails 
to give an acid reaction and the flask filled to the 100 
cc. mark. In one-half of this fluid the free sulphuric 
acid is titrated with one-hundredth normal potassa so- 
lution using an indicator an etheral iodo-eosin solution 
(o.0o2 grammes of Kahlbaum’s iodo-eosin to 1 litre of 
ether). The rose-red coloration of the aqueous solu- 
tion below the layer of ether shows the end of the 
reaction. To obtain still more accurate results, it is 
recommended that the color be again discharged by 
adding 1 c.c. of one-hundredth normal sulphuric acid 
and the point of saturation again determined by titra- 
tion. One hundred cc. of one-hundredth normal sul- 
phuric acid then indicates 0.364 gramme of strychnus 
alkaloids, 0.289 gramme of atropine or hyoscyamine, 
0.532 gramme of aconitine and 0.127 gramme of coniine 
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NEWS AND NOTES. 


S. M. Burroughs Dines the Drug 
Trade. 


S. M. Burroughs, head of the widely 
known house of Burroughs, Wellcome & 
Co., Snow Hill, London, who has recently 
reached New York in the course of his 
travels around the globe, gave a dinner at 
the Fulton Club on Monday evening, the 
6th inst., toa number of his friends in the 
New York drug trade. In introducing 
Henry George, who was the first speaker of 
the evening, Mr. Burroughs explained that 
the objects of the gathering were twofold. 
He mentioned that he had been treated with 
so much kindness by every one he had met 
during his short sojourn here that he had 
felt it incumbent upon himself to make 
some return, and had hit upon this means 
of meeting and entertaining his friends. 
The other object of the gathering was to 
obtain a consensus of opinion on the feasi- 
bility of forming an international society for 
the abolition of taxes on medicines and on 
alcohol used in medicines. 

Mr. George said that he was heartily in 
favor of abolishing the tax on alcohol, and 
considered that the taxes on all medicinal 
preparations, which he regarded as the 
worst form of taxation, should be removed. 
The levying of taxes on preparations used in 
the treatment of the sick and in the allevia- 
tion of human suffering could not be re- 
garded as other than cruel and unjust. 

Mr. George referred ina graceful manner 
to the many excellent qualities of Mr. Bur- 
roughs, whose position as a manufacturer 
entitled him to speak with authority on all 
matters of interest affecting pharmacists. 
In speaking of Mr. Burroughs as a citizen 
of the world, he paid a tribute to that gen- 
tleman’s celebrity as a traveler. 

The chairman next called upon Alfred H. 
Mason, of Seabury & Johnson. Mr. Mason, 
he mentioned, was probably one of the 
most widely known men in pharmaceutical 
circles, and his opinions on questions of 
taxation affecting druggists were entitled to 
weight and would be listened to with atten- 
tion. Mr. Mason said he rose to his feet 
for the first time on American soil since his 
long absence in England, and was hardly 
prepared on that account to discuss the sub- 
ject from an American standpoint with free- 
dom. He confined his remarks chiefly to 
the tax on medicines in England and dwelt 
particularly on the operation of the Stamp 
act on patent medicines in that country. 
He desired his opinion to be regarded as an 
individual opinion. The subject was, how- 
ever, an old one with him, as, when he was 
chairman of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association Committee on the drug mar- 
ket during 1886 and 1887, the same subject 
was under discussion. 

G. W. Grant was then introduced, and 
entertained the guests with an amusing 
recital of the ‘“‘Hon. Mr. Longbow’'s Toast 
to the Ladies.” He was followed by A. J. 
Steers, who delivered an impressive address 
on the evils of the existing forms of taxa- 
tion in general, laying special stress on the 
far-reaching effects of the iniquitous Eng- 
lish land tenure system. 





HENRY BIROTH. 


Probably the most prominent of Chicago’s manu- 
facturing chemists, as he undoubtedly 1s the most 
popular of them, is Henry Biroth.: Since the year 
1857, when he was in his eighteenth year, Mr. 
Biroth has beenin Chicago, He was born in Posen, 
Prussia, September 19, 1839. In his boyhood days 
he studied inthe real gymnasium, of Posen, which 
holds a place in German educational institutions 
similar to the high school of this country. Soon 
after arriving in Chicago with his parents the young 
man became apprenticed to Fred Mahla, who hada 
drug store on State, between Polk and Harrison 
streets, where he remained for three years and a 
half, until President Lincoln issued his call for vol- 
unteers in 1861. Mr. Birothgywas among the first to 
respond to this cail, and was sent as a hospital 
steward to Cairo, Ill. When his duties were ended 
at Cairo, he returned to Chicago and went into the 
retail drug business on Archer, Street, near Stewart 
avenue. 
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HENRY BIROTH. 


_ In 1867 he gave up the retail store and embarked 
in the Fg ag age Ferny as the senior mem- 
ber of the firm of Biroth, Blocki & Co. A few 
years later he had purchased all the other interests 
in the firm, just as the big fire of 1871 swept away 
every vestige of the property and left him as an 
only reminder of its existence bills showing him to be 
indebted to the extent of $15,000. 

He went back again bravely to the neighborhood 
in which he made his start in the retail business, and 
soon wonsuccess, Mr Biroth built an addition to his 
storeand commenced the manufactureofpharmaceut- 
icals on hisown account. It was not very long before 
his manufacturing interests grew so largely that he 
was compelled togive up the storesoas to devote 
his entire attention to his manufactures. 

In 1885 he sold the retail store to Emil Thiele, and 
purchased four lots on Twenty-fifth near Hanover 
street. On this property he built his present manu- 
facturing establishment and offices, Nos. 481 to 487 
Twenty-fifth street. 

Mr. Biroth has several times been president of the 
Chicago college of Pharmacy, and has also 
been president of the Illinois Pharmaceutical 
Association. He is now the local secretary 
of the American Pharmaceutical Association, As 
secretary, Mr. Biroth has a _ very onerous 
position, as on him devolves nearly all of the 
duties of carrying on correspondence with mem- 
bers of the American Association all over the coun- 
try, and of looking after every detail of the coming 
meeting. 

Beside these honors, Mr. Biroth is president of the 
schools of Blue Island, one of Chicago’s suburban 
towns, where he resides, and he is also a member of 
the County Board of Education, 

In and around Chicago, especially, Mr.j Biroth’s 
friends are legion. 





Henry George addressed the gathering 

again at the conclusion of Mr. Steers 
speech. 
*~Mr. Burroughs then called upon Ben- 
jamin T. Fairchild, who delivered some well 
considered and interesting remarks on the 
subject of taxation, after which the guests 
adjourned to the parlors of the club and 
discussed in an informal way the desirabil- 
ity of forming an international society for 
abolition of taxes on medicines and on 
alcohol used in medicines. Among the 
speakers were: T. C. Stratton, W. R. 
Janvier, T. J. Keenan, and CaswellA, 
Mayo. The question of forming a com- 
mittee was brought up, but Mr. Fairchild 
represented that the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association and the National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association should be 
given an opportunity for work in this di- 
rection. It was decided, therefore, to take 
no active steps for the present beyond form- 
ing a nucleus for the proposed society. 
This was done by unanimously appointing 
Mr. Malloy, of McKesson & Robbins, a 
committee of one to collect data bearing on 
the question. After tendering a hearty vote 
of thanks to Mr. Burroughs for his bounti- 
ful hospitality, the gathering dispersed. 

The following gentlemen were present as 
invited guests: Henry George, St. John 
Leavens, Percy Collingwood, Jas. Harttord, 
Elijah Molloy, T. C. Stratton, V. W. Law- 
rence, Theo. Ricksecker, Samuel Heitshu, 
Dr. W. Mendelson, Humes Hall, Caswell 
A. Mayo, Dr. G. W. Grant, A. H. Mason, 
b. T. Fairchild, Thomas J. Keenan, Ben- 
jamin Lillard, W. R. Janvier, C. H. Royce, 
Ed. M. Johnson, Jas. Foley and A. J. Steers. 

+e 
Opening of the New Buildings 
in Philadelphia. 

The seventy-second anniversary of the 
foundation of the Phikadelphia College of 
Pharmacy was commemorated by the for- 
mal opening of the new building on Febru- 
ary 22d. 

The ceremonies, which were very simple, 
were held in the museum of the new front 
building before an audience of about five 
hundred of the members, graduates and 
friends of the college. y 

Mr. Howard B. French, as chairman of 
the building committee, formally turned 
over the building to the president and 
trustees. 

Professor Horatio C. Wood and J. H. 
Ridsecker, both made brief addresses. Mr. 
James T. Shinn, on behalf of the college, 
presented to Mr. French a magnificent 
loving cup, suitably inscribed, as a token of 
the appreciation felt by the members of the 
institution for the energy, tact, discretion 
and devotion to the work shown by the lat- 
ter as chairman of the building committee. 

Professor Remington delivered an ad- 
dress reviewing the foundation, growth.and 
development of the college, from which the 
account given below is condensed. After 
the ceremonies the guests inspected the en- 
tire building from top to bottom. 

Among those present from outside of the 
city of Philadelphia were H. B. Gilpin and 
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Dr. Simon of Baltimore, J. H. Redescker, of 
Lebanon, Pa.; Professors Rusby, Elliott and 
Virgit Coblentz, of the New York College 
of Pharmacy, and Dr. Hoffman and Caswell 
A. Mayo, of New York city. 

The Philadelphia College of Apothecaries 
was instituted February 23, 1821, at agen- 
eral meeting of the apothecaries and drug- 
gists of the city and districts. The college 
in the first few years of its existence was un- 
able to erect a building; therefore the hall of 
the German Society on Seventh street, above 
Chestnut, was rented, and here for seven 
years the lectures were delivered. On the 
21st of November, 1831, the committee re- 
ported on two different sites for the pur- 
pose, and onthe 13th of December, 1831, 
the lot situated on the south side of Zane 
street, was purchased on the terms of $225 
per annum for the lot, on ground rent re- 
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Basement.—Stuients’ lockers, Oxyhydrogen gasometers, Boilers, 
Engine, Sturtevant system of heating. 

Prof. Sadtler’s office, 
Chemical Lecture Room, Chemical Laboratories. 

2d Floor.—Museum and Assembly Hall, Prof. Remington’s office, 
Pharmaceutical Lecture Room, Pharmaceutical Labora- 


ist Floor.—Library, Actuary's office, 


tories. 


deemable in 20 years for the sum of $4,500. 
On April 23, 1832, the building committee 
were directed to erect a building on the 
Zane street lot as soon as subscriptions to 
the amount of $6,000 were obtained. On 
June 24, 1833, subscriptions had been ob- 
tained to the amount of $6,300, and building 
was begun. 

For thirty-five years this building was the 
home of the college, but at the end of this 
time, the necessity for a larger building was 
imperative, and a committee was appointed 
who chose a lot embracing portions of 
the properties Nos. 139, 141, 143 North 





1oth street. The corner stone for the 
new building was laid on June 24, 1868, 
and the college building was opened on 
7th of October, in the same year, with ap- 
propriate ceremonies. The building, 
though unpretentious in design, was com- 
modious, conveniently arranged, was at 
the time far beyond the needs of the 
classes. An addition had to be made, 
however, but two years afterward, when 
the chemical and pharmaceutical labora- 
tories were established. 

In 1890 the necessity of still more room 
became apparent, and a committee was ap- 
pointed to draw up plans fora new building 
on the front, which would provide increased 
accommodation for the growing classes. 
In May, 1892, the work began, and it has 
been continued actively until this February, 
1893. 
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built in 1881; and the new front building, 
just finished, completes the structure. The 
new building is six stories high; the front 
is built of Seneca red stone and Pompeiian 
brick ; large windows are a prominent feat- 
ure, affording plenty of light for the rooms. 
The first floor is arranged to give accommo- 
dations for the library, actuary’s office and 
the board of trustees’ room. The second 
and third floors, which are embraced in one 
large room, is used for the Museum and 
general meeting room. The fourth floor is 
devoted to providing a room for the Alumni 
Association and offices for the American 
Fournal of Pharmacy and janitors’ quar- 
ters. The fifth floor will be fitted with seats 
and desks for an examination room. The 
sixth floor is used for storage. The basement 
is furnished with upright ventilated lockers 
for the use of the students. 
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INTERIOR VIEW OF COLLEGE BUILDINGS. 


(WITH SOUTHERN WALLS REMOVED,) 


Room, 


Laboratory. 


jd Floor. Museum Balcony, Prof. Maisch’s office, Materia Medica 
Lecture Room, Assistant Professors’ Review and Quiz 


@th Floor.—Alumni Hall and Meeting Room, American Journal 
of Pharmacy offices, Janitor’s Quarters, Microscopical 


5th Floor.—Examination Room. 


6th Floor.—Storage Rooms. 


The college building committee who 
were intrusted with the work of superin- 
tending the erection of the buildings were 
Howard B. French, chairman; Charles 
Bullock, Samuel P. Sadtler, James T. Shinn 
and Joseph P. Remington. 

The whole college building, if divided 
into three nearly equal portions, as they run 
from roth to Elwyn streets, represents the 
additions which have been made. The 
middle portion, which includes the remod- 
eled lecture-rooms, is the original building, 
and it waserected in 1868; the rear build- 
ing, which includes the laboratories, was 


Association Notes. 


THE WESTCHESTER County Pharma- 
ceutical Association elected the following 
officers at the annual meeting: President, 
L. J. Schlessinger, of Yonkers; vice-presi- 
dent, C. C. Smith, of Tarrytown ; — 
J. B. Sackett, of Tarrytown ; secretary, W. 
H. Leonard, of North Tarrytown; executive 
committee, George Gill, of Mount Vernon, 

A. Hart, of Sing Sing and A. Van 
Houten, of Yonkers. 

PHILADELPHIA COLLEGE.—At the last 
pharmaceutical meeting at the college of 
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pharmacy, Mr. Webb presided. Professor 
Remington read a very interesting paper on 
the use of 60 per cent. acetic acid as a men- 
struum. J. W. England presented a paper 
on the market value of alcohol and iodide 
of potassium, and F. X. Moer read a 
paper on a rapid method of obtaining per- 
oxide of hydrogen. 

THE R. I, PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCI- 
ATION at their annual meeting elected the 
following officers: President, Enoch W. 
Vars. Vice-presidents: James M. Fenner, 
of Providence, for Providence County; S. 
W. Hines, of Phenix, for Kent County; 
George E. Greene, of Hope Valley, for 
Washington County ; William H Cotton, of 
Newport, for Newport County; J. N. Mor- 
ris, of Bristol, for Bristol County. Secre- 
tary, William E. Cates. Treasurer, A. Fen- 
ner. Executive Committee: A. W. Fen- 
ner, Jr., James O'Hara and Charles E. 
Greene. An interesting paper was read by 
Charles E. Greene, entitled ‘“ Notes and 
Queries.” 

THE DELAWARE COUNTY PHARMA- 
CEUTICAL SOCIETY elected the- following 
officers: President, Dr. J. M. Stoever ; vice- 
president, Robert Howarth; secretary, W. 
H. Farley; treasurer, J. C. Kepner; ex- 
ecutive committee, Dr. E. W. Bing, A. 5S. 
Buchanan, Frank E. E. Hudson, J. E. Dal- 
ton, Dr. R. B. Langhead, Wardle E. Ellis, 
of Media, and F. E. Harrison, of Ridley 
Park. 

THE JACKSON, MICH., LOCAL DRUG- 
GISTS’ ASSOCIATION, at their annual meet- 
ing elected the following officers : President, 
Dr. J. B. Townsend; vice-president, Frank 
Henderson; secretary, W. W. Todd; treas- 
urer, D. C. Meserole; censors, Colwell, 
Webb and Van Marter. 


BUFFALO COLLEGE OF PHARMACY.— 
The new building is now completed and 
has been occupied. It is an imposing 
structure of brown stone and Venetian 
brick, finished inside with tile and oak. The 
apparatus ordered from Germany was 
delayed by the cholera epidemic in Ham- 
burg, but has now been in use for some 
time. The mid-course examination was 
heldin the last week of January, and follow- 
ing there was a vacation of one week. The 
museum and microscopical laboratory in 
the new college building are exceptionally 
well planned and lighted Most of the 
work will be done by daylight. Only one 
case of serious illness has occurred in the 
class. The unfortunate student was at- 
tended by a member of the faculty and 
made a good recovery. Buffalo has en- 
joyed five weeks’ uninterrupted sleighing 
this Winter. Many additions have been 
made to the college library; several im- 
portant works of reference are included in 
the new books. It is probable that the 
library of Erie County Medical Society will 
be housed in the new university building, 
where it will be accessible to physicians and 
students. 

KANSAS SCHOOL OF PHARMACY.—The fol- 
lowing appeal has been issued to the mem- 
bers of the Kansas Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation, and to all druggists of Kansas° 
The board of regents of the University of 
Kansas at a meeting held on January 6 
resolved to ask the legislature now in ses- 
tion for an appropriation of $20,000 for 
she construction of an addition to the 
Chemistry and Pharmacy Building of the 
university. In this building is at present 
housed the school of pharmacy and the 
department of chemistry of the university. 
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The building is hardly large enough for 
either one of these departments. The 
growth of the school of pharmacy has 
been such as to necessitate an immediate 
increase in laboratory and lecture rooms, 
and this action of the regents is taken with 
special reference to the needs of the school 
of pharmacy. It is essential, therefore, to 
the continued success of the school that 
this petition of the regents be favorably 
acted upon by the legislature. Tothisend 
we earnestly urge you as druggists inter- 
ested in the progress of our profession to 
use youf influence with the members of the 
legislature representing your county in the 





BENJAMIN F. STACEY. 


A prominent druggist and business man, respected 
and esteemed wherever known, is Benjamin F, 
Stacey, of Charlestown, Mass. 

Mr. Stacey was born in Gloucester 56 years ago; 
he went to Bost~n at an early ageand secured an ap- 
orenticeship in the drug business inthe store of 

“harles,H.L Atwood, at Green and Leverett streets, 


~ 
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B. F. STACEY. 


Subsequently Mr. Stacey removed to the South, in- 
tending to make his permanent residence there ; but 
after an attack of yellow fever he decided to return 
North, where he has since remained. 

Mr. Stacey became a resident of Charlestown in 
1859. Fora year he was connected with Dr. Bart- 
lett’s drug store on Elm street, and then opened on 
his own account at the corner of Vine and Moulton 
streets. Inside of two years he had built up such a 
successful business that he was compelled to seek new 
quarters in a store erected by himself at the corner 
of Vine and Tufts street. 

In the centennial year he moved to his present 
iocation, where he has one of the finest drug stores 
in New England. There for over 17 years he has 
maintained his business headquarters. 

Mr. Stacey's popularity with his professional 
brethren is well attested by the numerous positions of 
honor which he has held. He has servedas secre- 
tary, trustee and president of the Massachusetts 
College of Pharmacy. He has also been president 
of the Massachusetts Druggists’ Alliance and of the 
Massachusetts Pharmaceutical Association, and isa 
member of the Boston Druggists’ Association. 

Mr. Stacey has endeared himself to the people by 
his charitable deeds; and has served as an officer in 
many charitable and philanthropic organizations as 
well as social and religious bodies. 

In politics Mr. Stacey has been markedly success- 
ful; he has always been a Democrat, but his large 
majorities prove that his supporters are not confined 
to his party. He represented Ward 2 in 1866 in the 
Charlestown Common Council, and his ability as a 
vote-getter is shown by his receiving 746 votes out of 
998 ; 1867 saw him re-elected by more votes than any 
other men in the field. Since that time he has been 
re-elected to the council for several terms, beside 
having served for one term in the legislature. 
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interests of this proposed help for the 
pharmacy school of the university. The 
appeal is signed by Mathias Noll, president, 
and Mrs. M. O. Minor, secretary of the 
Kansas Pharmaceutical Association, and 
by the following members of the State 
Board of Pharmacy: F. E. Holliday, H. 
W. Mehl, W. C. Johnston, J. I. Taylor, 
John A. Moore, and R. J. Brown, ex- 
chairman of the University examining 
board. 

THE NEBRASKA BOARD OF PHARMACY 
met at the Lincoln Hotel, Lincoln, Neb., 
Feb. 8, 1893, for the purpose of examining 
applicants for registration. A class of forty- 
one presented themselves for examination, 
thirty-nine of whom were granted certifi- 
cates of registration, having an average 
standing of seventy and upward. The ap- 
plicants show a marked degree of improve- 
ment over those examined a few years ago. 
The next meeting for examination will be 
held at Lincoln, May 9; at Hotel Dellone, 
Omaha, May Io, and at Nebraska City, June 
6. The latter meeting will be held to ac- 
commodate those attending the State Phar- 
maceutical Association which meets at Ne- 
braska City at that date. 


THE ARKANSAS BOARD OF PHARMACY 
will hold its next meeting in the senate 
chamber in the city of Little Rock, on 
Friday, May 19. The executive com- 
mittee of the State association have fixed 
the date of the eleventh annual meet- 
ing of that body for May 16,17 and 18, 
so that the board meeting will be on the 
next day after its adjournment, enabling 
applicants for registration to attend both, 
and it is hoped that many will avail them- 
selves of the opportunity. The examination 
will begin at 9 o'clock A.M., and _ close 
promptly at 6P.M. For particulars address 
the secretary, W. W. Kerr, Russellville. 


The Alumni Association of the College 
of Pharmacy held a social meeting, the 
fifth of this season. Dr. Edward T. Reich- 
ert, of the University of Pennsylvania, 
delivered an address on A Drop of Blood, 
and afterward there were recitations by 
pupils of the Mount Vernon Institute of 
Elocution and Language. 

The Bridgeport (Conn.) Pharmaceutical 
association reorganized and elected the 
following officers at their last meeting: 
President, James E. Hair; vice-president, 
L, A. Meeker; secretary, John A. Leverty ; 
treasurer, George A. Jamieson. 

On March 2d, the drug clerks of the 
State met at Greensboro, Va., for the pur- 
pose or organizing an association “ to main- 
tain social, business and personal relations, 
to see the pharmaceutical law enforced in 
regard to non-registered clerks filling pre- 
scriptions, and to advance the standard of 
drug clerks in North Carolina, and to assist 
all true pharmacists in raising the standard 
of the profession.” 

The Mississippi Board of Pharmaceutical 
Examiners will hold their first regular meet- 
ing for the examination of applicants, at 
Jackson, Tuesday, April 4. Examination 
fee, $5. For particulars address J. C. Means, 
secretary, Natchez, Miss. 

ESAS, Se 
A Splendid Idea. 

Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST: En- 
closed find postal note for $1, for which 
send AMERICAN DRUGGIST for ’93. 

Your publication of “Tips on Adver- 
tising ” is a splendid idea. 

F, E. KLEIN. 


ar Ses 








184 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


Not Silliman’s Journal but Bar- 
[ton’s Medica] and Physical 
Journal. 

Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST : 

In my article on Dr. Stoy’s Remedy for 
Hydrophobia the quotation of Mr. Loch- 
man’s ietter to Mr. Isaac Hiester was cor- 
rectly transcribed from the pages of the 
original journal, but having had only the 
part containing the letter, without the name 
of the journal, it was incorrectly attributed 
to Szlliman’s Fournai, in place of Barton's 
Medical and Physical Fournal, from 
which the pages were removed, as I have 
since learned from Dr.A.E. 
Foote of Philadelphia, from 
whom the pages were pur- 4 





AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 
HENRY C. BLAIR. 


The firm of Henry C. Blair’s Sons was dissolved 
on Jan. 1, 1893. Henry C. Blair 2d having associ- 
ated withhim his son, Henry C. Blair, Jr., 3d, con- 
tinues under the firm name of Henry C. Blair at 
Eighth and Walnut streets. It is seldom that a sim- 
ilar case of conservatism can be found, viz., three 
generations of the same full name, in same busi- 
ness and location and all graduates of the same 
College of Pharmacy. 

The businessto which the present firm of Henry 
C. Blair succeeds was established in 1829 in the same 
buiiding now occupied, though the building has of 
course been much enlarged and improved. . 

The first Henry C. Blair was born in Cumberland 
County, Penn., and went to Philadelphia when 16 
years of age, served histerm in the drug business 
and graduated in the Philadelphia College of Phar- 
macy in 18,6. He was the first apothecary to use 
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PHARMACY LAWS. 
OF DOUBTFUL UTILITY. 
Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 

When I was last in Chicago I had the 
pleasure of reading your last issue. Mr. 
Perry, who gives his reasons for opposing 
the Pharmacy law must be a descendant of 
the hero whose monument graces the public 
square in Cleveland; but I learned that 
even the veterans of Chicago pharmacists 
who stood up for the law these many years 
have come to the conclusion at last that 
the druggists of the World’s Fair City are 
only taking their own medicine, and now 
see that they made a huge mistake when 

they worked for a phar- 
Ns macy law in Illinois. 











chased. 





C. L. LOCHMAN. 
Beru_enem, Pa, 


—a soe 
Prohibition— 
As It Isin Maine. 
Editer AMERICAN DRUG- 
GIST: 

There are people, and 
some of them live in Maine 
too, who prate about pro- 
hibition as the one thing 
necessary to save society 
from destruction. 

Maine is a prohibition 
State, the original in fact, 
and Bangor is the head- 
quarters of the prohibition 
army, and if there is any 
place in the country which 
demonstrates how prohibi- 
tion works and what a mon- 
strous fraud and folly pro- 
hibition is, it is Bangor. 


—— 
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There is probably no place ¥ hi 

in the United States of its eo e“y-’ & 

size where the Monday ie 

morning “ drunks” of the \j (2 MDB IEE 
—_ 


police courts are so numer- 
ous, and none where the 
trade in corkscrews is so lively, unless it be 
in some other prohibition city. This is not 
merely occasional, but an every Monday 
morning occurrence. 

But it is made particularly plain now and 
then by a wholesale proceeding against the 
liquor dealers; a proceeding which ap- 
pears tobe instigated by a shortness of 
cash in the town treasury, and which is 
abandoned as soon as the treasury has 
been supplied, the business going on after- 
ward just the same as before until the 
expenses of a frugal government require 
that another raid on the lawbreakers should 
be made. By this plan people who want 
their liquor get it, and the town gets an 
equivalent for the license fee. A dispatch 
from Bangor says that the grand jury re- 
ported the other day between 200 and 300 
indictments against liquor dealers, every 
one in the county being included in the list. 
The fine in liquor cases is $100 and costs, 
which will cause an addition to the county 
treasury of $25,000 or $30,000. 

Any one can see that the whole affair 
and its object is unblushingly confessed in 
that dispatch ; but nevertheless the liquor 
business appears to flourish in Maine to an 
extent that has no parallel in non-prohibi- 
tion States. In prohibition Bangor the av- 
erage number of saloons to that of inhabi- 
tants is about one in fifty. 

Aucusta, Mg. D. V. VIVAMUS. 
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Clerks’ hire has gone up 
50 per cent. Their service 
has gone down 100 per 
cent. Responsibility rests 
with the proprietor now as 
well as before we had a law, 
and the fact that only a few 
. years’ experience, no mat- 
ter what that experience 
was, entitles the candidate 
to a certificate, without 
even an apology for an ex- 
amination, has in my opin- 
ion increased unreasonably 
the number of young men 
entering the drug business. 

This superfluous acces- 
sion to the ranks is the 

of unhealthy com- 








cause 
Vv hae ETE) Y petition, of reduced revenue 


sy to the individual, and to it 
alone must be ascribed the 
present unhealthy condi- 
tions. 

I] have seen signs of an 
awakening on this subject, 
and your journal should 
lend its valuable influence 
in ventilating the question 
whether or not pharmacy 
laws are beneficial or in- 
jurious. 

HERMANN ROHNE, 

Davenport, lowa, 


A DIVIDED SENTIMENT, 
Editor AMERICAN 
DRUGGIST : 
Indiana is one of the few 
States exempt from any 
law on Pharmacy, and 
whether it is to the advan- 
tage of the retail trade that 
such is the case, men in the 
business differ. 
Our State legislature has 
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the title “‘\pharmaceutist”’ and his new sign caused 
considerable comment at the time. 


He wasa competent and conscientious pharma- 
cist, and a Christian gentleman, and gained for his 
establishment an enviable reputation. 


_ The second Henry C. Biair was born in the build- 
ing now occupied by the firm, graduated in the 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy in 1866, since 
whichtime he has been a member of the firm of 
Henry C, Blair’s Sons, having had charge of the 
formulating and manufacture of pharmaceutica! 
preparations introduced by the firm during the past 
25 years, 

The third Henry C. Blair wasborn in Philadel- 
= and graduated in the Philadelphia College of 
*harmacy in 1892. He is an energetic and progres- 
sive pharmacist, and being associated with his father 
in the present firm of Henry C. Blair, will no doubt 
assist in continuing the firm in the enviable position 
in the professional and business world it now occu- 
pies, and in largely increasing its business. 





a just adjourned and a phar- 

macy bill adjourned with it, 
and I am informed by members of the leg- 
islative committee that the desk of each 
legislator held from three to a dozen pro- 
tests against the passage of any pharmacy 
bill. 

This shows that the opponents of the 
bill are more active or more numerous than 
its adherents, and my acquaintance with 
druggists throughout the State has brought 
me into contact with a large number who 
are theoretically in favor of a bill, but who, 
when brought face to face with the propo- 
sition are not anxious enough on the sub- 
ject to give it the required support. 

Some of the ideas industriously incul- 
cated by those favoring laws of this kind 
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are that it raises the profession, lessens the 
number of drug stores. gets better wages 
for the clerks and incidentally better prices 
and profits for the proprietors. 

If these things could be proved it would 
gain hosts of friendsfor the cause; but alas! 
I am afraid it is not so. 

Cutters thrive, clerks’ wages are as low 
if not lower, and profits ditto where phar 
macy laws reign, as in benighted regions 
like Indiana. 

The elevation of the business, or profes- 
sion if you prefer to call it such, is of course 
a pleasant thought to all of us, whether 
graduates of pharmacy or those who go 
into a drug store at from fifteen to eighteen 
years of age and learn the business by 
absorption; and I believe this point is really 
the strongest one in favor of the passage of 
careful and _ well-considered 
pharmacy laws. 
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realize adruggist’s profit are his pharma- 
ceuticals. Were these made with free al- 
cohol, the inevitable result would be the re- 
duction in the Selling price, amounting to 


ROBERT WOOD JOHNSON, 


The_subject of this sketch was born at Carbon- 
dale, Pa., in 1846. After receiving a high-school edu- 
cation at the Kingston (Pa.) Academy, he served an 
apprenticeship in the wholesale and retail drug 
store of Wood & Titamer, at Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
His first venture in business on his own account was 
as a drug broker in 1867. Since engaging in the 
manufacture of surgical dressings on a large scale, 
his hcme has been at New Brunswick, New Jersey. 
in which town the factory of Johnson & Johnson is 
located. 

But a few years ago surgical operations were 
attended with an alarmingly large mortality which 
are to-day performed with but little danger 
while many operations are now performed, with 
safety to the patient, which would not have been 
undertaken then, This result has been accomplished 





FRANK H. CARTER. 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
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NO PROTECTION TO 
PHARMACISTS, 


Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 

I have read Mr. Perry’s ar- 
ticle in the AMERICAN DRUG- 
GIsT for February. His ar-> 
guments are certainly good, 
and what is more are possess- 
ed of the force of truth, So | 
far as my limited observation 
goes, wherever a pharmacy law 
has been discussed among 
pharmacists the principal cause 
of its desirability seems to have 
been self-protection, while the 
protection of the public was 
a secondary matter—a sort of 
cloak to cover the whole and 
give it “nish. 

If pharmacy laws do not 
prevent errors then they can- 
not, protect the public. They 
certainly are no commercial 
protection to the pharmacist, 
for at no time has the trade 
been so demoralized as now, 
and in order to elevate the 
standard of pharmacy they are 
far too lenient. What if we 
did have the cumbersome ma- 
chinery of English pharmacy 
or the stringent laws of Ger- 
many? Would our public be i 
any better served ? I think not. 
Competence and ability needs 
notthe premium of legal pro- 
tection to insure success. Give us liberty, 
and let it be a survival of the fittest. 

FE. G., EBERHARDT. 





INDIANAPOLIS, IND, 
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The Alcohol Question. 
FREE ALCOHOL UNDESIRABLE, 


Fditor AMERICAN DRuGGIST : 

1 am in receipt of your favor of the 2d 
regarding the article inthe February AMER- 
ICAN DruGcGist. I had fead the article 
previous to receiving your letter, and was 
familiar with its contents. 

As regards the question of free alcohol 
in manufacturing, | am not satisfied that to 
make alcohol free for medicine and the arts 
would result in benefit to the manufacturer 
or retail druggist. Inthe present unsatis- 
factory condition of the retail trade about 
the only articles on which the druggist can 





ROBERT WOOD JOHNSON, 


through the improvements in the manufacture of 
antiseptic surgical dressings embodying the work 
and theories of Sir Joseph Lister, Stephen Smith, 
Agnew, White, Virchow, Von Bergman, Leibreich, 
Koch, Morton and other eminent scientists. 
Prominent among those who contributed teward 
this improvement is R. M. Johnson, of the firm of 
Johnson & Johnson. Beginning in a small way, but 
with a full appreciation of the possibilities n a field 
not already occupied, the house of Johnson & John- 
son was formed. The surgical profession was not 
slow to recognize the fact that antiseptic dressings 
of reliable quality are the necessary handmaid of 
the knife. ‘Iiffs the name of Johnson & Johnson 
became well wn and few of the more important 
operations ha¥@@®been performed in this country in 
which the dressings of this house have not played an 
important part. Always abreast of most recent theo- 
ries, sparing neither industry nor expense in secur- 
ing and devising best possible machinery for making 
goods of uniform quality, destroying any goods 
which are not up to their standard of excellence—the 
products of this house have naturally gained the 
confidence and support of the surgical profession, 
In all the work of the firm Mr. Johnson has been 
the moving spirit. Full of energy and resources, 
careful in details but with a capacity for grasping 
a situation in all its remotest ramifications, Mr. John- 
son is eminently fitted for the arduous duties which he 
has performed with such signal success for his firm, 
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about the reduction in the cost of the alco- 
hol; though the ratio of profit might re- 
main thesame, the amount of sale would be 
reduced owing to the lower price; hence 
his net profit would be much less, 

The result would in my opinion be still 
more unsatisfactory in perfumes. The 
cheap goods sold at fairs and dry-goods 
stores, consisting mainly of a mixture of es- 
sential oils and deodorized alcohol, requir- 
ing no machinery, labor or costly manipula- 
tion to prepare, would be sold at a price 
ridiculously low, while in regular goods 
made from pomades the cost is represented 
in the expensive plants necessary as 
well as the intricate manipulation, skilled 
labor, etc. The deodorized alcohol cuts 
but a small figure in the cost of the 
raw material, the greater part of which 
is represented by ingredients 
and labor that do not appear 
in the cost of the bazaar 
goods. 

I should say, first, let the 
excise be as at present ; the rev- 
enues need it; second, reduce 
the duty to five cents per proof 
gallon above excise. This 
would,in connection with trans- 
portation charges, give all the 
protection to home manufac- 
ture necessary ; while suffi- 
ciently low to prevent trusts, it 
would increase the revenue to 
that amount on all imported. 
Third, permit manufacturing 
in bonded warehouses with 
free alcohol for products to be 
exported, as is the custom in 
European countries. 

F, F. INGRAM. 
Derroit, Micu. 

OUR BURDENS ARE GREATER 
THAN WECAN BEAR. 
Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST : 

I feel gratified for the in- 
térest that you take in gaining 
the expressions of the feelings 
of druggists on the subject of 
taxing alcohol and proprietary 
preparations. 1 do not believe 

that our profession can bear 

| any heavier burdens than it is 

| now laboring under. The 

majority of druggists have been 

forced for self-preservation to 

ud put up medicinal remedies to 

take the place of unprofitable 

patent medicines, which have 

gradually fallen away from le- 

gitimate drug stores into the hands of the 
department stores and the grocery trade. 

Now, sir, place your tax on the spirit from 
which these medicines are made, then tax 
again the finished preparation, and we have 
nothing left. Soon we will see the legiti- 
mate drug business a thing of the past. 

Our burdens are too heavy now. We as 
druggists need legislative relief rather than 
being forced into a press mill where the last 
cent of living can be forced out of us. 

J. REECE. 


READING, Pa. 





FREE ALCOHOL FOR THE ARTS. 
Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 

I am in favor of removing the tax 
entirely, making alcohol for use in the arts 
as cheap as possible, and also making its 
sale for use as a beverage illegal. 


Denver, Cor. CHAS, J. CLAYTON, 
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WOULD FALL ON THE RETAILER. 


Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 

First, as to tax on alcohol: The small ad- 
vance in price would not justify the retail 
druggist in advancing the price of tinctures 
and prescriptions, so it would be a dead loss 
to him. 

Second, the tax on nostrums would come 
out of the profits of the retail druggist for 
the manufacturer would increase the whole- 
sale price just that much and the retail 
price would remain the same. 

For these reasons I think the contem- 
plated revenues are stabs at the retail drug- 
gist, and should be denominated class leg- 
islation. OSCAR LILLYBECK. 

Merrpian, Miss. 





A. SEVERE BLOW TO THE DRUG TRADE, 


Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 

My opinion is that an extra tax of 50 
cents per gallon on alcohol, and especially 
the stamp tax on proprietary medicines would 
be a severe blow to the drug trade in this 


section. M. M. CARR. 
Evserton, Ga. 





OPPOSED TO THE INCREASE, 
Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST : 
Referring to your favor regarding in- 
crease in the tax on alcohol, etc., would say 
that I am personally opposed to any in- 


crease in said tax. J. H. PRATT. 
BirMINGHAM, ALA. 





FREE ALCOHOL FOR THE PHARMACY. 
Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 

I desire to record myself as opposed to 
an increased tax on alcohol. The present 
tax on druggists’ alcohol is unjust and in 
my opinion should be abolished altogether. 
It should be /vee from duty when applied to 


pharmaceutical ends. J. H. BABBITT. 
Raveicu, N, C. 





REDUCE THE TAX, NOT INCREASE IT. 
Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST : 

In my opinion a reduction or the entire 
abolition of the tax on alcohol would be 
very desirable, especially in cases where 
alcohol is used in compounding medicinal 
preparations or for purposes of art. An in- 
creased tax would necessitate an advance 
in price of. probably 75 per cent. of our 
liquid medicinal preparations. This ad- 
vance would fall on the congumer, who I 
do not think is prepared for such a change 


at present. H. NORDMANN. 
BaLTIMore. 


A Medical Stamp Tax. 
A HEAVY STAMP TAX DESIRABLE. 
Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 

I am in favor of any measure that will 
eventually check the introduction and em- 
ployment ©* >roprietary remedies. I have 
never L .1 .mpressed with the alleged 
“ pharmaceutical elegance” and ‘‘ superior- 
ity of preparation” claimed by the manu- 
facturers of these so-called nostrums, who 
dub themselves the doctors’ friends, 

In a measure these goods are responsible 
for the nefarious practice ascribed to the 
pharmacist by the physician of “counter 
prescribing ;” and why should we not rec- 
ommend them, for have we not the same in- 
formation as the physician as regards their 
composition and therapeutic value? As a 
matter of necessity, we are compelled to 
unload by our own exertion and devices, for 
by the time we have stocked up with the 
“atest discovery and most scientific com- 
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bination,” another has made its way upon 
the market, and in all likelihood will out- 
rival its predecessor ; and go on, till now it 
has become a matter of serious concern for 
the retail pharmacist to contemplate. 

I do not think anything short of a heavy 
and permanent stamp tax would avail, as a 
low tax would likely better advertise the 
goods, as their merits would be extolled as 
bearing the endorsement of the government. 


J. H. BABBITT. 
Raveicu, N.C. 





UNREASONABLE CLASS LEGISLATION. 
Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST : 

I consider the proposed tax on proprie- 
tary preparations unjust, as druggists are al- 
ready more heavily taxed than any other 
class. It is unreasonable, and a piece of 
class legislation. 

JOHN A. GILMAN, of Gilman Bros. 

Boston, Mass. 





Ten Cent Counters in Drug 
Stores. 
NO FAKIR METHODS—PHARMACY 
THE THING. 
Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST : 

I certainly am interested in the “ vast 
importance” of not only extending my 
trade, but also of holding on to what I 
already have; but I believe this can be 
done without resorting to the methods of 
the fakir or adopting the ways of the ninety- 
nine-cent store. A ten-cent counter, for- 
sooth ! Oh, shades of Esculapius! have the 
legitimate descendants of the ancient Al- 
chemist come to this ? 

The thoughtful observer has noted and 
commented upon the lack of discrimination 
on the part of the public in differentiating 
between the general dealer and the phar- 
macist. Possibly one of the reasons why 
the druggist fails of that respect and re- 
cognition to which the occupation would 
justly entitle him, is because he has flattered 
the general dealer by imitating him. 


LAWS 


If pharmacy laws had been enacted fifty ” 


years ago and in all these years rigidly en- 
forced, the druggists of to-day would be 
fewer in quantity and finer in quality. The 
modern young man, or rather the mother 
of the M. Y. M., is looking out for an oc- 
cupation for her son which will make the 
largest possible returns for the smallest 
investment of capital, brains and labor, be- 
sides being eminently respectable, and so 
pitches upon the retail drug trade. The 
delusion prevails that the drug business is 
the royal roadto that end. These, I opine, 
are the chaps who act as middlemen for 
nostrum manufacturers and set apart ten 
cent counters, or what is worse, under the 
guise of pharmacy dispense ‘‘ fire water.” 


JOHN F, PATTON, 
York, Pa. 





GOOD, PRACTICABLE AND FEASIBLE. 
Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 

I think the introduction of ten-cent 
counters in the drug store a good, practical 
and feasible idea, and one, if thoroughly and 
judiciously managed, that will increase the 
receipts and business in general. 

Though drug business in this city differs 
from that in other cities, as our trade is 
largely depending upon outside influences 
hard to control, I believe the ten-cent 
counter one of the cheapest and most prac- 
tical advertising schemes, and one which I 
shall put in operation as soon as | open my 
new store, 
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Your advertising competition is a new 
feature, which ought to interest every wide- 
awake retailer and druggist, and I am look- 
ing forward to the next copies of the DRUG- 
GIST with a good deal of expectancy and 
pleasure. Very truly yours, 

E. F. KLEIN. 

Hor Sprincs, ARK. 





NOT IN ACCORD WITH THE CLAIMS OF A 
PHARMACIST. 


Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 

My first impressions of a ten cent counter 
are not favorable. It iscoming down to the 
department stores—is a ¢rzck—and not in 
accord with the claims of a pharmacist. 

Most of us have soaps at ten cents and 
many other nostrums, but to make a dis- 
play of ten cent goods in a preperly con- 
structed drug store is somethnig I want no 
part of—as a rule. H, M. WHITNEY. 

Lawrence, Mass, 


Pennsylvania. 


Dr. J. F. Dyer has lately sold out half of 
his proprietary medicine business to Capt. 
A. D. Millett and his son, A. H. Millett, of 
Burnham, for $2,500, and the concern wil! in 
future be known as the Railroad Medicine 
Co. Dr. Deulinger has been suffering 
from broken water pipes at his store at 
Prince and Orange sts., Lancaster. 

J. Gustave Chartener, a druggist, of 80 
Washington St., Allentown, tried to commit 
suicide by jumping from a third story win- 
dows into a snow heap at midnight. The 
doctors were trying to bring him back tolife, 
when he grabbed a bottle containing corro- 
sive sublimate and swallowed its contents 
before any one could interfere. 

Andrew and Henry C. Blair, of Race 
Street, Philadelphia, have dissolved partner- 
ship. They will start separate businesses. 

Charles Hammond takes one of Frank 
Grubb’s new houses on Chestnut St., Phil- 
adelphia, and Miss Durnall, of Media, takes 
the other. 

John Storm moves from Malvern to Fra- 
zer, where he purchased the Phipps prop- 
erty. 

Oliver M. Walter, of West Goschen, has 
entered Palm’s National Business College, 
of Philadelphia. 

Louis Emanuel, the well-known druggist 
of Grard St., has resigned the chair of In- 
organic Chemistry in the Pittsburgh College 
of Pharmacy. His successoris Dr. F. P. 
Ashman, formerly chemist of the Sharon 
Steel Company. 

Hugh P. McAniff, of Wilkesbarre, is 
suffering from an attack of inflammation of 
the lungs and is now at the home of his 
parents. 

Mr. T. H. Jones, of the Star Drug Store, 
Hyde Park, made a business trip to Slating- 
ton, recently. 

Howard Rohrer, Christopher O’Brien and 
Walter H. Umstead, assistant drug clerks 
at the Blockley Almshouse, tendered their 
resignation lately to President Lambert, 
of the Board of Charities and Correc- 
tion, andthey were accepted. This action 
the clerks declare was because they felt ag- 
grieved at having their room in the institu- 
tion changed to a location which they 
deemed unhealthy and otherwise objection- 
able. 

B. E. Brown has recently bought out the 
Massey Drug Co., of Fenneville, Pa. Dr. 
C. E. Daniel is still to be found at his old 
stand. 
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Druggist S. W. Sutliff, of Nanticoke, re- 
cently spent Sunday in Glen Lyon. 

Wm. P. Miller, traveling salesman for a 
New York drug house, has been visiting his 
parents near White Hall. 

G. W. Vankirk, the North Main street 
druggist, Washington, is making extensive 
improvements in his store room. 

J. M. Hess, druggist, of Steelton, has 
associated with him Wm. K. Marty, an 
active young druggist from Sunbury. 

William Saxton has resigned his position 
in Crissman’s store at Phillipsburg and has 
purchased a drug store in Lock Haven. 


The Eisner & Mendelsonn Company,drug- 
gists, of Philadelphia, have purchased the 
buildings they now occupy on Race street. 


Mr. R. D. Williams, of Plymouth, has re- 
covered sufficiently to be in his drug store 
again after three weeks’ illness with diph- 
theria and rheumatism. 

Mr. Walter MacJunkin, for several years 
clerk for E. W. Graham, druggist of Clear- 
field, has been selected as teller for the 
Clearfield National Bank. 

Mr. Harry T. Bott, formerly engaged in 
the drug business in Greensburg, but at 
present residing in Ligonier, will, it is said, 
again locate in Greensburg. 

A. E. Mooers, a young drug clerk,formerly 
of Wilkesbarre, committed suicide in a Phila- 
delphia drug store, where he was employed 
as a clerk. Opium was found on his person. 


Sometime during this month, H. Alex. 
Stoke, the popular pharmacist of Reynolds- 
ville, expects to occupy his new brick block. 
Alexander & Diebles’ drug store will 
occupy the room vacated by him. 


Mr. John F. Pentz, of Phillipsburg, will 
move his drug store from that place to 
High Bridge shortly. In connection with 


the drug business he will sell confectionery ° 


and oils and paints. ~ 


Chas. R. Baker, proprietor of the Penn 
Avenue Pharmacy, Greensburg,recently sold 
his entire stock of drugs, toilet articles, etc., 
to Mr. Harry F. Thomas, chief prescription 
clerk in S. P. Brown's drug store. 


That William G. Greenawalt, the drug- 
gist of Chambersburg, should greet his 
customers with a broader smile is not to be 
wondered at, owing to the pleasing trans- 
formation in his establishment, the interior 
of which has been decorated in a highly ar- 
tistic manner. 

The firm of Kelchner & Nickum, phar- 
macists, Main street, Bethlehem, has been 
dissolved. Chas. Kelchner, the senior mem- 
ber of the firm, will retire from business and 
will go to Portland, Ore. E. Geo. Nickum, 
the junior member, will conduct the busi- 
ness in the future at the old stand. 


A large quantity of liquor in the drug 
store of the Wright Drug Company, of Har- 
risburg, was recently seized by the authori- 
ties of that city. The matter of forfeiture 
of the liquor will be contested, and the 
Wright Drug Co. will be represented by 
some of the ablest lawyers in the city. 


Mr. Alex G. Richardson, who took 
charge of a drug store in Warnpurn a short 
time ago, has bought Murdoch’s pharmacy, 
at Mahoningtown. But little doubt is felt 
for the success of the enterprise, as Mr. 
Richardson’s experiegce in two principal 
pharmacies of Pittsburgh makes him a 
trusted drug man. 
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Southern” Notes and Comments. 


Mr. A. Godden has moved two doors 
south from his old stand on Second avenue, 
Birmingham, Ala. 

George D. Saunders, a popular Columbus; 
Miss, druggist, made a prospecting trip to 
Montgomery, Ala., lately. 


Mack M. Watkins, formerly with Oliver 
Eastland, of Forest, Miss., is successor to J. 
S. Davidson, of Newton, Miss. 

Manly Lide has ventured into the drug 
brokerage business, and threatens to make 
it warm for local jobbers in the Birmingham 
Ala. market. 

M. M. Stone, formerly with J. L. Lyons & 
Co., of New Orleans, accepted a position 
with Messrs. Nabers, Morrow & Sennige, of 
Birmingham, Ala., on March Ist. 

W. H. Henderson, of Aberdeen, Miss., 
on account of his bad health, is now travel- 
ing in the interest of Agar, Hamblin & Co., 
of New York, and reports good sales. 


Enslen & Carrell have opened a prescrip- 
tion drug store on First avenue, near the 
Caldwell Hotel, Birmingham, Ala. Mr. 
Carrell was formerly with the firm of Na- 
bers, Morrow & Sennige. 

Dr. Gillespie, formerly of Fulgham & 
Gillespie, of Jackson, Miss., has withdrawn 
from the firm and fills a place in the eye and 
ear ward of the Charity Hospital of New Or- 
leans. The firm is now Fulgham & Co. 


Mr. B. Stone, the soda water specialist, is 
something of an artist with his pen and 
brush, as wellas the art of mixing indigest- 
ible sweets and sours into palatable potions. 
He poses as the Hudnut of Birmingham, 
Ala. 

Mr. John Rowe, formerly with Hall & 
Ruckle, and now with Shoemaker & Brush, 
Philadelphia, was in West Point, Miss., re- 
cently. Mr. Rowe is widely and favorably 
known in the South, and his friends are 
glad to see him again. 

M. M. Williams, one of the pioneer drug- 
gists of Birmingham, Ala., who has seen the 
town grow froma small village to a flourish- 
ing city, is again come to the front, and 
bought the business of C. W. Wilkinson & 
Co. and moved it to the stand formerly oc- 
cupied by A. Godden. 


New Jersey News. 


Wilbur E. Robinson, an Atlantic City 
drug clerk, was badly bitten on the hand re- 
cently by a pet cat. 

Rust’s drug store, on George street, New 
Brunswick, has been purchased by Dr. G. 
T. Applegate, of that city. 

Mr. Edward J. Looney, of Morristown, is 
about starting a branch drug store at Ber- 
narsville. Mr. Wymer Cassidy will be in 
charge of it. 

Mr. Wm. Longstreet Coward, a druggist 
of Belmar, who with his wife was nearly 
overcome with coal gas recently, was resus- 
citated after much difficulty. 

Messrs. R. Hilliers’ Son & Co., wholesale 
druggists of Jersey City and New York, 
have secured plans for the erection of a two- 
story and cellar brick building to be used as 
a factory. The building will be erected on 
Pine street, near Johnson avenue, in Lafay- 
ette, and will cost $7,500. The building 
will be completed by May rst. 
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Connecticut Notes. 


Phelps Brothers, the oldest drug house in 
Winsted, have just taken their twenty-eighth 
inventory. 

Frank Bannon, of Lee’s pharmacy, 
Winsted, has entered the New York College 
of Pharmacy for a course of study. 

Mr. Wm. Smith has opened a new drug 
store in New Britain, opposite the post- 
office. It is one of the finest stores in the 
city. 

Charles Wells, the drug clerk of Henry 
J. Steiner’s pharmacy, has severed his con- 
nection and left for New York, his former 
home. 

E. G. Tomlinson has purchased I. M. 
Hoyt’s drug business at S. Norwalk. He 
served as prescription clerk with H. H. 
Dupree, and managed for E. H. Hurd, of 
Bridgeport. 


SS 


Massachusetts Matters. 


Frank H. Howe, Franklin street, Allston, 
has a curiosity in his store in the shape of 
a small alligator. 

Messrs. Cunningham & Korgel have 
bought Mrs. J. Nugent’s drug store at 470 
High street, Holyoke. 

Charles H. Snow, of Belchertown, has 
sold his stock of drugs to Thomas L. 
Desaulvier, of Three Rivers. 

George A. Hill has sold out his drug 
business to John J. Merrill, whom he re- 
cently took into partnership. 

William F. Burns, of Chapel streets 
Lowell, has been fined $125 for keeping 
liquor, from which he appealed. 

The Wright Drug Company, New Bed- 
ford (incorporated) was raided by the police 
recently and five wagon loads of various 
kinds of liquors seized. 

The Scandinavian Co-operative Drug 
Store, Boston, when only about two years 
in existence, paid 12 per cent. dividends to its 
shareholders for the preceding year. 

Elmer E. Blank, of Woburn is in trouble 
through an alleged violation of the screen 
law. The police searched his premises re- 
cently and secured a quantity of liquor. 


The store of Charles Favreau, Lincoln 
street, Marlboro, was broken into on the 
evening of Feb. 10. About $50 in money 
was stolen, and it is thought that many 
small articles were also taken. 

At Worcester Lewis P. Fenley was fined 
$100 for illegally keeping intoxicating liquors 
at his store at 100 Water street. Fenley 
keeps a drug store without the somewhat 
necessary adjunct of a registered pharma- 
cist, so says the Worcester Telegram. 


A bill has been introduced into the Mas- 
sachusetts legislature which contains a 
provision that “no person shall manufacture 
or sell or expose for sale cigarettes with 
paper wrappers or cigarettes of tobacco in 
in any form under a penalty of $100 for 
each offence.” 

The store of Edwin Baker, of Shelburne 
Falls is one of the prettiest in the country. 
It is situated on a corner, with plate glass 
front, the interior is painted white, the 
cornices are festooned in gilded flowers, the 
counters are white with white marble 
tops ; the prescription department is com- 
plete a nicely arranged compounding room 
conveniently fitted up,a fine wall tiled soda 
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fountain, where pure soda, both hot and 
cold, can be obtained, and the whole is kept 
in the neatest order. 

W. B. Clarke, of Stockbridge, has one of 
the most convenient drug stores in that 
section. In fact, it is complete in every de- 
partment, mainly furnished in natural wood, 
large and airy, with a very convenient pre- 
scription department, a large compounding 
room, a very fine cellar divided into com- 
partments for wines and cigars, and a de- 
partment for the manufacture of soda 


water, 
+0e 


Ohio Notes. 
W. H. Haven, Findlay, has made an 
assignment. 
Gus Weisbrodt, Middletown, is remod- 
eling his store. 


Hallinger Bros. have started a new store », 


in Dayton. It is one of the finest in the 


state. 

Mayer & Dille, Dayton, will start the 
season with a new $3,000 soda fountain, 
making their already handsome store one 
of the finest in the city. 

Dr. A. Myers, of Hamilton, and S. D. 
Ludlum, of Middletown, have gone to 
Phoenix, Arizona, where they have bought 
property and expect to locate. 

We are told that a certain Canton drug- 
gist, a resident of the northwest section, 
says the Canton Roller, has invented a new 
mixture, to be put upon the market, under 
the name of the “ Alibi” Club tonic. On 
the label are these directions : 

“ Dose—One teaspoonful, to be taken 
just before going home from the club. 

“ It kills all alcoholic odors and sweetens 
the breath. 

“ It is an antidote for the smoke nuisance, 
which is such a difficult one to eradicate. 

“It guides the right hand in its search 
for the keyhole. 

“It enables the patient to go up stairs 
without falling all over himself. 

“It prevents talking in your sleep.” 

After taking this the patient is able to 
prove an alibi, and make good his claim 
to have been toiling at the office. 


ee 


West. 


Dr. Wilkins formerly of Dawson, Tex., 
has just opened a drug store at Cobler 
Station, I. T. 

Gregory’s drug store at Taswell, Ind., 
was robbed of $150 during the temporary 
absence of the proprietor. 

C. E. Brattles, of Rock Island, IIl., has 
closed negotiations by which he becomes 
proprietor of the drug store of the late C. 
E, Smith, of Moline, and will take posses- 
sion this month. 

The Bank of Eau Claire has foreclosed 
on the Case Drug Company on a chattel 
mortgage for $9,500. The failure causes 
great excitement, as the Case Company is 
one of the oldest firms in that city. 

Captain William Striblew, a wealthy 
drugyist, of St. Joseph, Mo., and prominent 
in the Grand Union Army and Union Vet- 
eran Legion, was stricken with paralysis 
one day last month and his life despaired 

Among the new bills before the Texas 
Legislature is one providing for the ap- 
pointment by the governor of four quali- 
fied pharmacists to constitute a State 
board of pharmacy, the selection to be 
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made from twenty names nominated by the 
State Pharmaceutical Association. The 
board shall elect a register of pharmacy 
and shall meet once a year at Abilene, 
Waco, Houston and Tyler, to examine all 
applicants for registration, to direct regis- 
tration by the registrar of all persons prop- 
erly qualified or entitled thereto. 
++ 


Pacific Trade Winds. 


C. Laux & Co. have incorporated their 
business to the C. Laux Company. Mr. 
Laux is along resident here, formerly of 
Chicago. Mr. C.F. Dallinger is one of the 
incorporators. 

Mr. Charles West, who left Los Angeles, 
Cal., three years ago, going into business in 
Denver, Col., has returned to his former 
love, and will start a store in Pasadena, 
where his friends are many. 


Dr. Chas. E. Brau has sold his store cor- 
er of Pearl and Pico streets to Mr. Thomp- 
son, a popular young pharmacist, who will do 
well there, as it is in a good resident neigh- 
borhood and near the Pacific Sanitarium of 
Dr. Cowles, which makes business for the 
store. 


Mr. H. G. Chilson, so long with Dr. J. H. 
Traut, has accepted a clerkship with Messrs. 
Godfrey & Moore on Spring street, Los 
Angeles, Cal. Mr. Vance, formerly with 
Mr. Giise, taking his place at Dr. Traut’s. 
The doctor has recently fitted up a cosey 
office in the rear of his store. 

as 


Boston Notes. 

Joseph Burnett has gone south for the 
Winter. 

Secretary F. H. Butler is in town often 
on business connected with the Board of 
Pharmacy. 

Dr. H. L. Bowker is taking an active part 
in the legislative hearings at the State 
House this Winter. 

President Bartlet of the Mass. Druggists’ 
Alliance is on the lookout for proposed leg- 
islation antagonistic to the interests of 
druggists. The many legal contests in 
which the Alliance has participated is an 
excellent illustration of the beneficial results 
brought about by a thorough organization 
of the trade. 

The Cambridge police have been examin- 
ing into the methods of the different drug 
stores in that city in relation to the sale of 
liquor, and as a result of their examination 
Geo. A. Blatchford, of Inman Square, and 
Geo, A. Tarr, of Harvard street, have been 
charged with keeping and maintaining a 
liquor nuisance. When the cases were 
called 'Mr. Blatchford was discharged and 
Mr. Tarr was fined $100, from which 
amount he appealed. 

At the February meeting ofthe Board 
of Pharmacy 42 applicants were examined 
and certificates granted to the following 
successful candidates: William H. Goggin, 
of Marlboro; Edward D. Laforce, of Nash- 
ua, N. H.; Frank H. Moore, of Fitchburg; 
Charles H. Collins, of Milford; John H. 
Chadwick, of Clinton ; Edmund H. Belyea, 
of Holbrook; John E. Bergquist, of Lynn, 
Joseph T. Momnie, of Chicopee; George 
A. Simard, of North Adams. 

The series of dinners of the Boston Drug- 
gists’ Association, under President Frank 
A. Davidson, opened auspiciously on the 
evening of February 28. Rare entertain- 
ment was furnished by Harvey N. Shepard, 
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Esq,, who spoke on “The Old North End 
of Boston,” and Rev. C. L. D. Younkin, of 
the North End Mission, who took for his 
subject, ‘Old and New Boston.” The in- 
terest in Mr. Youngkin’s talk was hightened 
by illustrations with the stereopticon, an in- 
novation at B. D. A. dinners. Both speak- 
ers received marked attention, and the 
speeches were very instructive and enter- 
taining. Dr. H. L. Bowker was also called 
upon, and he gave a brief but interesting 
address on “Rapid Transit,” a subject 
with which he is thoroughly familiar. 
President Davidson’s first dinner was voted 
an immense success. 


New England News. 


The judiciary committee of the Maine 
legislature has voted to report the drug- 
gists’ liquor bill. ‘The temperance organiza- 
tions are very active in opposition to this 
bill. 

An order has been introduced into the 
Maine legislature which, if adopted, will 
compel the manufacturers of patent medi- 
cines to file their formulas with the Secre- 
tary of State. 

C.H. Martin, & Co., of Concord, N. H., 
have engaged the services of Mr. O. N. Da- 
vis, a druggist of Malone, N. Y., whose 
business was recently burned out in a large 
fire. Mr. Davis was formerly employed in 
this firm. 

Mr. Henry Canning, of Boston,was called 
to Providence recently to consult with the 
druggists of that city regarding the forma- 
tion of a branch of the Interstate League. 
He found the members of the craft very 
enthusiastic, and the prospect of an immes 
diate organization of the trade is excellent. 

When Druggist Walter B. Mitchell, of 
West Manchester, N. H., took the cover off 
a preparation of oleo-resin of cubebs which 
was being made with the use of ether, he 
forgot that a gas jet was burning just over 
his head, but his attention was soon 
directed to it when an explosion knocked 
out the front windows of the pharmacy. 
He fortunately escaped injury. 


a ede 


Obituary. 


James A. Griffing, at South Orange, N. J., 
aged 49. Apoplexy. 

Charles McNeil, aged 64, for forty-three 
years druggist in Torrington, Conn. 

George A. Johnson, 62 years old, died at 
No. 445 Grand street, where for more than 
thirty years he had kept a drug store. 
Pneumonia was the cause of his death, 

W. J. Wilson, druggist, succumbed to 
peritonitis and symptoms of typhoid fever, 
at the age of 36. He wa8 born in Kings- 
ton, Ont., where he carried on business up 
to his death. 

Dr. Jos. Blackman, aged 72}years, at 
Charleston, S.C. He was the son of Capt. 
Jas. Blackman, sailing master of the Savan- 
nah, the first steam vessel to cross the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

J. D. Wells, an old and prominent 
citizen of Cincinnati, is dead. He has been 
a sufferer for some time with bronchitis, 
and his death was not unexpected by his 
family. The deceased was prominent in 
local Democratic politics, and was several 
times elected to ec board of aldermen. 
At the time of his Weath he was president 
of the Cincinnati College of Pharmacy, 














